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NOTICE 


Construction Statistics Reorganization 
























The realignment of responsibilities for the Federal Government’s pro- 
gram of construction statistics was effective July 1, 1959. This realign- 
ment, first announced by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget in No- 
vember of 1958, was approved by the Congress concurrently with its ap- 
propriation of operating funds for the fiscal year 1960. 





Construction statistics are now consolidated in the Department of Com- 
merce. Specifically included are housing starts, dollar volume of con- 
struction put in place, contract awards, and building permits. The Bureau 
of the Census will handle all data collection, processing, preparation of 
estimates, statistical analysis and publication. The Business and Defense 
Services Administration will handle all economic analysis, forecasts, and 
publication of “Construction Review.” 






Correspondence relating to current or historical data for all of the above 
statistical series recently transferred to the Bureau of the Census should 
be addressed to: 






Samuel J. Dennis, Chief 
Construction Statistics Office 
Bureau of the Census 

U. S. Department of Commerce 
Washington 25, D. C. 












Footnotes to the tables contained herein designate those series now com- 
piled by the Census Bureau. Similarly identified are other compiling agen- 
cies whose data will continue to be summarized in Construction Review. 
Correspondence regarding that data should be addressed to the respective 
compiling agency. 


More Current Statistics 





The schedule for preparing CONSTRUCTION REVIEW has been changed 
to provide one-month-later data than heretofore in the following tables: 








B-4--New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Region 


D-1-—Contract Awards: Public Construction, by Ownership and 
Type of Construction 


D-2--Contract Awards: Highway Construction, by Ownership, 
Source of Funds, and Type of Facility 







The tables in this issue present data for the current and previous months 
of both 1959 and 1958 for the benefit of users maintaining an over-the-year 
change series. 
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At a Glance 


HOUSING STARTS IN JULY--July 1959 housing 
starts, which totaled 126,000 privately and publicly 
owned units, was 12 percent greater than a year 
ago, and the highest recorded for July except in 
1950. By the end of July 1959, a total of 843,700 
new private and public dwelling units had been put 
under construction, an advance of 30 percent over 
the first 7 months of 1958, and almost the same as 
the 7 month record total of 850,100 in 1950. This 
year’s private total (822,300 units) exceeded by 
215,700 units the 1958 private total for the first 7 
months. 

The 124,500 privately-owned dwelling units begun 
last month represented a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 1,350,000--down a little from the estimated 
rate of 1,370,000 for both June and May. When av- 
eraged for the first 7 months, the seasonally ad- 
justed annual rate of private starts in 1959 amounted 
to 1,385,000, compared with the relatively low rate 
of 1,015,000 for the same 1958 period. Starts in 
publicly-owned projects total 21,400 thus far in 
1959, against 42,200 begun during the first 7 months 
of 1958, and 32,200 in the same 1957 period. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY IN JULY--The number of new 
dwelling units for which loans were requested in 
FHA applications declined to 31,900 from the all- 
time high of 72,000 in June. July VA appraisal re- 
quests were down only slightly from the preceding 
month. For the first seven months of 1959, FHA 
new-unit applications totaled 306,000 and new VA 
appraisal requests 155,000,--each 19 percent over 
the comparable totals for the same period of 1958. 
Though both FHA and VA starts declined slightly 
from June to July, the seven-month totals this year 
were 38 percent and 65 percent respectively higher 
than the same months in 1958. The government- 
insured portion of total housing starts held steady 
at 34 percent for the third month. 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS IN JUNE- 
A 5 percent increase in the number of nonfarm 
mortgage recordings in June of 1959 over May 
brought the 6-month total to 1,849,000, or 19 per- 
cent over the first half of 1958. The average mort- 
gage amount of $8,491 in the first 6 months of 1959 
was 11 percent higher than the same period in 1958. 
These combined increases brought the total value of 
recordings to $2.97 billion for June and to $15.7 
billion for the first half of 1959--new all-time highs 
in both cases. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY IN JUNE-Total 
permit valuation remained steady in June, but was 
8 percent above June of 1958. Inthe first six months 
of 1959, a record value-—$11.7 billion, 22 percent 
over the first half of 1958--was set for permits 
issued. The half yearly figures continued to show 
strength (+29 percent) in the private area, led by 
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dwellings and stores. This contrasted with in- 
creasing weakness (-17 percent) in the public sec- 
tor because of the falling off of new school con- 
struction authorizations. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS IN JUNE--The total 
value of public contracts awarded during the first 
half of 1959 declined by 13 percent from the same 
period of 1958. Though the $900 million drop was 
almost evenly divided between F ederally-owned and 
State- and locally-owned projects, the sharper 
change took place in the Federal sector (26 per- 
cent). While almost all types of Federal construc- 
tion contributed to the downturn, residential build- 
ings alone accounted for almost half and airfield 
construction for about one-quarter of the total de- 
cline. The gains in volume of awards for State 
and locally owned highway, sewer and water, and 
conservation projects were insufficient to offset 
the sizeable decreases for nonresidential building 
contracts, particularly schools and for electric 
power projects. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS--The total value of 
construction contracts in the 12-month period end- 
ing June 1959 as reported by the F. W. Dodge Cor- 
poration, was 16 percent above the comparable fig- 
ure for 1958. Residential building increased almost 
one-third and accounted for almost 80 percent of 
the 5 billion increase. The public works category, 
which rose 15 percent, accounted for most of the 
other increase. 

The value of large engineering contracts for the 
12 months ending July 1959, as reported inthe En- 
gineering News-Record, was 4 percent above the 
corresponding 1958 period. Unlike the situation in 
the last several years, privately owned construc- 
tion awards accounted for most of the total in- 
crease. Industrial building contracts have, for the 
past 26 months, been showing declines in year-to- 
year comparisons. However, the total for the 12 
months period ending July 1959 is virtually the 
same as for the 12-month period ending July 1958. 


WAGE SCALES IN THE BUILDING TRADES, 
SECOND QUARTER 1959--Average hourly wage 
scales of union building-trades workers rose 3 per- 
cent (almost 10 cents) during the second quarter 
of 1959. On July 1, 1959, the average rate of pay 
for all trades was $3.50. Bricklayers’ average pay 
rose by almost 10 cents to $4.04, marking the first 
time that a $4.00 level was reached. During the 
quarter, the pay scale of 2 out of 3 construction 
workers rose, the highest increase being 11.9 cents 
for carpenters and the lowest increase 4.2 cents 
for painters. The greatest gain over July 1, 1958, 
rates was in the averagehourly rates for plumbers, 
up 18.6 cents (5 percent). 
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HOURS AND EARNINGS IN JUNE—Average weekly 
earnings of building and special trade contractors’ 
employees continued upward to new record levels 
in June. Both the seasonal increase in average 
weekly hours of work and average hourly earnings 
contributed to the average weekly earnings in- 
crease. The largest increase over the previous 
month in hourly earnings took place in highway and 
street construction workers (5¢). In addition, this 
group showed the largest rise in weekly hours 
worked (about 5 percent), and a May to June 1959 
gain in average weekly earnings of $7.00 was 
achieved. The June 1959 level of almost $114 for 
the group exceeds that of a year ago by almost 10 
percent. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN JUNE-—For the second 
successive month, most of the privately compiled 
cost indexes as well as the Department of Com- 
merce Composite recorded increases of one or two 
points. These and other rises during the past 12 
months brought the June indexes to 3 to 5 percent 
above June 1958 levels. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL PRICES IN JULY-— 
The wholesale. price index of construction materi- 
als dropped fractionally from June due in part to 
declines in softwood, plywood, douglas fir and other 
softwoods. Scattered increases in the nonmetallic 
minerals group offset decreases in metal products. 
The 7 percent decline in copper water tubing re- 
duced the price to a little below last July’s level. 
The total index for the year was up 4 percent, 
largely as a result of price recovery in lumber and 
wood products, especially douglas fir, from the 1958 
depression low. Increased prices of building wire, 
nonmetallic sheathed cable, plumbing fixtures and 
asphalt roofing were also factors in the total index 
rise. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT IN MAY-— 
The composite output index for May, increased 
slightly but when adjusted for seasonal variation 
declined 4 percent from the all-time high of April. 


At a Glance 


All material groups except millwork, cement and 
asphalt shared in the decline. Preliminary June 
data indicate that for the fourth successive month 
portland cement shipments set a new monthly rec- 
ord. June volume was second only to the all-time 
high reached last October. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT IN 
JULY-A small seasonal increase in July brought 
employment for all contract construction to the 3 
million plus mark for the first time since 1957. 
The gain of 150,000 over July 1958 represents a 
5 percent change. The detailed figures for June by 
type of contractor indicate an almost uniform pat- 
tern of increases over May 1959 and June 1958. A 
striking year-to-year increase of 20 percent took 
place in the painting and decorating trades. 


CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN AUGUST-—-The 
record level of total construction activity continued 
in August and the small change (+1 percent) over 
July was about normal for this time of the year. 
The $5.3 billion expenditures were 13 percent above 
a year ago. The dollar volume of activity for the 
first 8 months is 15 percent above that of the cor- 
responding 1958 period. The gains in both private 
and public activity seem to be about equal, per- 
centagewise, during the current year, although 
private building has contributed $3.4 billion to the 
total increase of $5.7 billion in all new construc- 
tion activity for the 8-month period. 

Residential construction (up 31 percent thus far 
this year) continues to account for almost all the 
gains, dollarwise, in the private sector because 
gains in other categories, notably, stores, res- 
taurants and garages (27 percent), and social and 
recreational (32 percent), were offset by declines 
for other nonresidential groups. Public construc- 
tion shows increases for the 8-month period in 
most categories. Gains in highways (19 percent), 
military facilities (26 percent), and residential 
buildings (40 percent) accounted for $1 billion out 
of the $1.3 billion rise in dollar expenditures to 
date. 
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Metal Combination Storm Windows and Doors 
Sidney Gertler* 


Shipments of metal combination storm windows 
and doors and related products (screen doors, 
framed screens, and storm panels) by metal com- 
bination window and door producers in 1958 were 
valued at $186 million at manufacturers’ prices.! 
This information was obtained from a special sur- 
vey recently completed by the Building Materials 
Division of the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration (BDSA). 

Some 9.3 million aluminum combination storm 
windows and 2.0 million aluminum combination 
doors were shipped by survey respondents in 1958, 
accounting for $141.0 million at manufacturers’ 
prices (table 1). Output of aluminum screen doors, 
framed screens, and storm panels was valued at 
$30.5 million, bringing the total value of aluminum 
shipments to $171.5 million. Shipments of alumi- 
num products represented 92.5 percent of the 
dollar value reported by all respondents, and steel 
products valued at $14.4 million made up the 
balance. 


CONDUCT OF THE SURVEY 


Based on information from trade association 
sources, trade directories, and Government files, 
a mailing list of 751 plants was compiled. Re- 
sponses were made by all but 49 plants. Returns 
from 457 plants were not tabulated because they 
included firms no longer in business, those which 
were not in production in 1958, or those which were 
not producers of the products listed on the question- 
naire or not manufacturers within the terms of the 


*Of the Building Materials Division, Business 
and Defense Services Administration. 

1Storm windows are framed glass supplementary 
units usually applied on the exterior side of an 
existing window to provide insulation and to pre- 


vent infiltration of cold air. A combination storm 
window is one in which a glass storm panel insert 
may be interchanged with a framed screen insert 
during the mild seasons of the year. A metal com- 
bination storm window is supplemental to a primary 
window and consists of two framed glass inserts 
and one or two framed screen inserts retained or 
set into a master or outer frame, intended to re- 
main permanently installed. Seasonal changeover 
is accomplished by sliding inserts into position 
from the interior along individual tracks or chan- 
nels, or by the complete interchange of the in- 
serts. Units may be completely self-storing or 
separate storage of out-of-season inserts may be 
required. Refinements of this basic idea are nu- 
merous and include the popular combination metal 
storm door. 
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definition used in the survey. - The final data 
tabulated are from 236 companies which operated 
245 plants in 1958. Hence, the survey of metal 
combination storm windows and doors is the most 
comprehensive since the 1954 CENSUS OF MANU- 
FACTURES. 


SCOPE OF THE SURVEY 


For purposes of the survey, a manufacturer wag 
defined as a fabricator who used extrusions or 
roll-formed sections made from dies owned by him 
and under his exclusive control. Combination storm 
windows and doors are also made by assemblers 
of knocked-down units (known as K D units) and by 
purchasers of lineal stock. However, the materials 
they buy for assembly are the product of other 
manufacturers or of commercial extruders or 
roll-formers. To avoid duplication of materials 
reporting, the definition of a manufacturer was re- 
stricted to those fabricators whose final product is 
made from shapes or sections produced from dies 
owned by the fabricator and under his exclusive 
control. If producers of assembled or K D units 
had been included in the definition of manufacturers 
used in the current survey, the value of shipments 
reported in 1958 would naturally have been con- 
siderably higher. 


Table 1.—Number of Units and Value of Metal Combination Storm 
Windows and Doors, Screen Doors, Metal Framed Screens, 
and Storm Panels Shipped, 1958 


Combination storm 
windows: 


$ 93, 556 
4,009 


9, 289, 999 
188, 180 


47, 439 
2, 322 


6, 482 

1, 524 

Framed screens: 

Aluminum 17, 110 

2, 695, 780 6, 323 

Storm panels: 
Aluminum 


894, 191 6, 957 
48, 725 250 
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Metal combination storm windows and doors are 
usually made by firms which specialize in this 
activity. However, producers of metal combina- 
tion windows and doors may round out their lines 
by making screen doors, metal framed screens, 
and storm panels—but these products are also 
frequently produced by specialist firms. 


The major prime window manufacturers do not 
make combination storm windows or doors although 
they may make storm panels, particularly for 
casement windows, and screens as accessories 
for their own prime window output. Nevertheless, 
a few prime window manufacturers also produce 
combination storm windows and doors. It is thus 
apparent that production of metal combination storm 
windows and doors cuts across several industry 
classifications. 

The data presented here on metal screen doors, 
metal framed screens, and storm panels are not 
industry totals but only the portion produced by 
establishments primarily engaged in combination 
storm window and door production. Of course, a 


portion of the metal combination storm window and 
door output was reported by firms whose primary 
product was a related fabricated building product. 


GROWTH OF THE METAL SPECIALTY FIELD 


The tremendous growth of the metal specialty 
field is illustrated by the following figures, which 
show the value of shipments of metal storm sash 
and combination screen and storm sash and doors 
in recent years: 


Shipments 
($000) _ 
127,393 
265,496 
280,302 
270,504 
1169,794 


Year 


1934. .ccosccccecccccses eccescccccccccccccaseccescoss 


1Data from Census of Manufactures: 1954 


Data from Annual Survey of Manufactures: 


Table 2.—Value and Number of Aluminum Combination Storm Windows and Doors Shipped in 1958, 
by Major Geographic Divisions of Plants 


(Value in $1,000) 


Number Total 


Major geographic of value of 


divisions and states 


Total, United States 187 | $140,995 


New England 22 


Connecticut 7 
Massachusetts 11 
Maine and Rhode Island 4 


2,959 
4, 138 
1, 343 


71, 888 | 


16, 367 
29, 081 
26, 440 | 


37,417 


14, 773 
14, 606 
1,412 
6, 626 


8, 107 


Middle Atlantic 91 | 


New Jersey 21 
New York 44 | 


Pennsylvania 26 | 


Indiana 
Michigan and Wisconsin 











South Atlantic and East South Central 
Maryland and Virginia 
Alabama and Tennessee 
AGUDOR Is oki dense concuseerexteaderviieds ; 
Mountain and Pacific 


California and Utah 


Number of 
plants |shipments 


Aluminum doors 


Number of 


Value units 


units 


9, 289, 999 $93, 556 


8, 440 569, 502 80, 651 


254, 537 
237, 067 
77,898 


5, 354, 393 
1, 125,840 


2, 715, 392 
1, 513, 161 


1, 745, 208 
779, 048 
552, 851 


83,000 
330, 309 


487, 630 

50, 000 
254, 465 
183, 165 


176, 754 
385, 294 
342, 224 


737,014 


1, 110, 766 


158, 137 
544, 006 
408, 623 


94,532 


39, 435 


22, 500 11, 649 





Between 1947 and 1954 the value of shipments 
of the metal specialty field increased 500 percent. 
Only during the Korean hostilities was there any 
temporary setback. The data for 1958 are not 
precisely comparable with previous Census data,? 
but the ten percent increase over the year 1954 
is probably an indicator of continued expansion. 


PRODUCTION IN 1958 


In 1958, combination metal storm windows and 
doors comprised nearly 80 percent of the value 
reported for the composite group of products sur- 
veyed. In 1954 these products amounted to78 per- 
cent of the total. It is believed that metal combina- 
tion storm windows and doors constituted at least 
the same proportion of total output during the years 
1947-1954, so that growth of the composite group 
in effect mirrors the growth of metal combination 
storm windows and doors. 

One hundred eighty-two firms operating 190 
plants were manufacturers of aluminum or steel 
combination storm windows and/or doors. Of these, 
185 plants used aluminum exclusively, 3 plants 
steel only, and the remaining 2 plants both alumi- 
num and steel. 


GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 


The geographic distribution of plants fabricating 
aluminum storm windows and doors is presented 
in Table 2. 

A little more than half the value of all aluminum 
combination storm windows and doors shipped in 
1958 was produced by manufacturers located inthe 
Middle Atlantic states, i.e. New York, Pennsylvania, 
and New Jersey. The East North Central states, 
which contain the only other concentration of 
producers, accounted for 26.5 percent of the na- 
tional total in 1958. 


2The value of KD and lineal production, for ex- 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


OTHER FINDINGS 


In addition to this concentration geographically, 
it is apparent that the combination storm window and 
door business is dominated to a moderate degree 
by the larger firms. On the basis of raw material 
consumed in the process of manufacture, 42 plants, 
or approximately 23 percent of the total number 
of fabricators, accounted for 70 percent of total 
aluminum used by the industry in 1958. These 
larger plants each used over I million pounds and 
an aggregate of 90 million pounds. 

In the next size grouping, where each plant used 
between 500,000 and 1 million pounds, consumption 
was 21 million pounds, or 17 percent of the total. 
The remaining 106 plants, though accounting for 
57 percent of the establishments, used only 13 per- 
cent of the aluminum. 

Table 3 classifies the value of shipments of com- 
bination storm windows and doors by the amount of 
respondents’ aluminum receipts. A fairly close 
correlation exists between receipts of metal and 
value of shipments. For example, the 42 plants 
responsible for 70 percent of metal receipts also 
accounted for 46 percent of the value of product 
shipped. 


Table 3.—Value of Shipments of Aluminum Storm Windows and 
Doors, by Quantity of Aluminum Received, 1958 


(In $1,000) 


Number 
of plants 


Value of 
shipments 


Annual quantity 
used (000 pounds) 


$140, 995 


ample, has been excluded from the 1958 data. 


PRODUCTION OF BITUMINIZED FIBER SEWER AND DRAIN PIPE 


Production of bituminized fiber sewer and drain pipe by the nation’s 8 manufacturers, 
operating 11 plants, aggregated 75,680,000 lineal feet in 1957 according to a survey recently 
conducted by the Building Materials Division of the Business and Defense Services Adminis- 
tration. Some 67,596,000 lineal feet of this production was 4-inch pipe. In addition, the sur- 
vey indicated that during 1957 the industry produced 12,202,000 fittings, 10,200,000 of which 
were couplings. The balance of the fittings consisted of adapters, elbows, tees, and wyes. 
Cast iron soil pipe fittings are also generally used in connection with the installation of 
bituminized fiber pipe. The production figures stated do not include fibre pipe conduits 
which are also produced in the same plants but which have thin walls. 

The. survey showed that, although bituminized fiber pipe is produced in all except one 
region of the United States, the greatest production is in the states of New Hampshire, New 
York, and Texas. Two new plants are presently under construction at Landisville, New 
Jersey, and Birmingham, Alabama. 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


Part A--Construction Put in Place 


NOTE: The monthly estimates in Part A are determined primarily by past contract award movements, 
standard progress patterns, and assumed normal seasonal movements. They do not reflect the effects 
of varying numbers of working days in different months, nor of special conditions influencing the 
volume of activity in any given month, such as unusual weather, materials shortages, overtime, work 


stoppages, and delays. 


Statistics on new construction expenditures (unadjusted, seasonally adjusted, and in 1947-49 prices) have 
been revised from 1946 and replace those previously published. Revised data are available upon request 
to the Business and Defense Services Administration of the Department of Commerce. 


Table A-1: New Construction Put in Place: Current Month, by Type of Construction 





Percent change 





Type of construction 


August 1959 from— 


July August 
1959 1958 


First 8 months 





TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residéntial buildings (nonfarm) 
New dwelling units 
Additions and alterations 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Commercial 
Office buildings and warehouses .. 
Stores, restaurants, and garages... 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Religious 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Social and recreational 
Miscellaneous 
Farm construction 
Public utilities 
Railroad 
Telephone and telegraph 
Other public utilities 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service ...... 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Military facilities 


- Highways 


Sewer and water systems... 
84 


51 
Public service enterprises 63 
Conservation and development .... 104 
All other public 20 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


First 8 
months 


1958-59 
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Table A-2: New Construction Put in Place: Recent Monthly Trend, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 





Type of construction 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION. 4, 666 | 4, 745 | 4, 760 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ...... 3,126 | 3,157 | 3,176 
Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) 1,710 | 1, 746 | 1, 788 
New dwelling units 1,276 | 1,327 | 1, 362 
Additions and alterations .. 382 370 
Nonhousekeeping 52 53 56 
Nonresidential buildings 738 736 743 
Commercial 319 318 322 
Office buildings 

and warehouses 172 170 
Stores, restaurants, 

and garages 148 

Other nonresidential bldgs. 251 
Religious 70 80 
Educational 47 54 
Hospital & institutional 51 51 
Social and recreational.. 37 43 
Miscellaneous 22 23 
Farm construction. 157 
Public utilities 500 
i 25 27 
Telephone and telegraph .... 78 75 
Other public utilities 366 ; 398 
All other private 19 Ls ae 


168 

















PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION ,409 | 1, 7 ,588 | 1, 
Residential buildings 66 79 
Nonresidential buildings 411 427 
Industrial 36 32 
Educational 257 259 
Hospital and institutional... 31 32 36 
Administrative & service ... 43 46 58 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 38 40 42 
Military facilities 126 155 
448 536 627 
Sewer and water systems 123 130 
69 73 77 80 
49 50 51 50 
Public service enterprises .... 39 41 47 52 
Conservation & development.. 89 94 94 101 
All other public 12 12 13 17 





Industrial 171 167 167 








Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


COMPOSITION OF REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 


NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 


1. New England 3. E. N. Central — 4. W. N. Central 5. S. Atlantic 6. E. S. Central 8. Mountain 
Connecticut Lllinois Iowa Delaware Alabama Arizona 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. of Col. Kentucky Colorado 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi Idaho 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland Nevada 
Vermont North Dakota N. Carolina . W. S. Central 

South Dakota S. Carolina Arkansas 
. Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana Wyoming 
New Jersey W. Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas . Pacific 
Pennsylvania California 


Ore 
Gasbingnen 
NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN 1950 
NORTHEAST——29,5 percent. NORTH CENTRAL——29.0 percent. SOUTH—27.7 percent. WEST——13.8 percent. 





SEPTEMBER 1959 





Chart |. 


New Construction Put in Place 
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Table A-3: New Construction Put in Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 


et ee 
Type of construction 1958 


Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


Annual total 
1959 





Aug. 





TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION ................ 48, 504 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ................... 33, 468 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) ........ 18, 000 
Nonresidential buildings 4 8, 436 
Industrial ...... uleaotied 2,052 
Ne ga te re 3, 600 
Office buildings and warehouses .... 1,968 
Stores, restaurants, and garages .... 1, 632 
Other nonresidential buildings ............ 2, 784 
PPG COROT 6. ni cos.irctecbsinces opeciennctcs 1,572 
Ne WINN cs Sos cepa es see 
PRUE US TIC UII sic cnescspilipaseccagnantepc 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings 
Noacesidential buildings 
Military facilities 
SID cis. wa bilgsacc pcginiecines 
Sewer and water systems 

Sewer 

Water pascieaidtadmecnticenyccbetees 
Public service enterprises 
Conservation and development 
We UUIID SIN es oe Sass issncs betshvnsck incdovnns 





Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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L SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0. 59-10-8 


Table A-4: New Construction Put in Place: Value in 1947-49 Prices, by Type of Construction 
(Millions of dollars) 


Annual total 


; 1959 
Type of construction ——— ern eee nn eee ee Se oe eee 
_Mar. | Apr. | May | June | _July | 1955 | 1956 1957 _ 
2,732| 3,052| 3,346) 3,621 | 3,675 | 35,334 | 34,681 | 34,944 


| 
PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION .. 1,923} 2,116} 2,300} 2,435 2, 481 24,805 | 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) .... 1, 150 1, 319 1, 440 , 505 1,515 13, 648 
Nonresidential buildings 5 ; 427 427 464 514 540 6,594 
Industrial ...... ; : : 107 104 107 111 115 2, 306 
Office buildings & warehouses .. 103 103 109 | 112 117 1,294 
Stores, restaurants, & garages ..| 82 85 107 133 138 1, 441 
Other nonresidential buildings 135 135 141 158 170 1,553 
Farm construction ben = 95 104 119 132 139 1, 344 1, 252 1, 249 
Public utilities ........ an a : 243 268 274 276 3,119 3, 230 3, 384 
All other private ; Ziel 8 9 10 11 113 81 128 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION .... ’ 809 , 046 , 186 , 194 9,673 9,876 | 10,475 
Residential buildings ...... tea 71 64 56 213 225 383 
Nonresidential buildings ancta 248 272 3,274 3,017 3, 193 
NI i 555 cacaacpiccb Sado stdeor nial 20 22 588 339 333 
II oasis sass iscerscniacsee ‘ 147 161 1,888 1,891 2, 003 
Hospital and institutional .......... 24 25 26 232 220 250 
Other nonresidential buildings .. 62 56 63 566 567 607 
Military facilities 2000.00.00... 92 72 109 1, 063 1,059 955 
Highways icin 492 277 549 3, 633 3,851 4,146 
Sewer and water system 79 66 769 859 865 
Public service enterprises.............. 27 18 157 240 232 
Conservation and development ...... 58 47 497 556 625 
All other public ...........c.csc0sssecesee | 8 | 10 | | | 69 | 16 





TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION ...|_3.: 
24, 469 
12, 903 
6, 805 
2’ 506 
1, 389 
1, 186 
1724 


25, 661 
15,078 
6, 007 
1,941 
1,054 
1,472 
1, 540 



































Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put in Place, by Source of Funds, Ownership, and Type of Construction 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 
Source of funds, 1959 First 8 months August 1959 from} First 
ownership, and 


, 8 months 
type of construction Aug. | Apr. une ul Aug. 1959 1958 ul August 
yP [ J July 8 95 = ; = 1958-59 
See : 
TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION... 1,615 | 1,624 10, 817 9,516 +14 
Federal funds 681 677 693 4, 405 3,294 + 34 
Direct Federal 387 365 2, 566 2, 042 +26 
Federal grants-in-aid! 294 312 1, 839 1, 252 + 47 
State and local funds 934 947 999 6, 412 6, 222 +3 





FEDERALLY OWNED 387 365 2, 566 2,042 + % 
Residential buildings 47 40 35 377 199 : +89 
Nonresidential buildings 54 53 51 408 384 +6 
Industrial 32 31 29 238 270 «J 
Educational 1 1 1 10 7 + 43 
Hospital. 5 5 6 36 21 +71 
Administrative and service 12 12 11 100 67 +49 
Other nonresidential 4 4 4 24 + 26 
Military facilities 152 159 1, 008 + 26 
Highways 17 18 18 99 +15 
Conservation and development 113 90 90 645 +15 
All other federally owned 4 5 6 29 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED ...... | |; 5 , 228 | 1, ; 8, 251 
Residential buildings 41 37 36 333 
Nonresidential buildings 353 2,633 
Educational 241 1, 808 
Hospital 34 33 34 253 
Administrative and service 40 39 42 290 
Other nonresidential 38 39 40 282 
Highways 3, bi 
Sewer and water systems 7 - 
49 51 54 364 


All other State and locally owned. 92 97 580 


























Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover 
highways, schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. 2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 





Part B--Housing 


Table B-1: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Ownership, Location, and Type of Structure 


a 
c Ownership Location Type of structure 





| Units in 2-or-more family structures 


Period : ‘ Metro- |Nonmetro-| 1-family 
Private Public politan | politan houses All 2-4 5-or-more 
family family 


NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 
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First 7 months, 1958-59 
June-July 1959 
July 1958-59 
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Year: 


YEN ryan 
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First 7 months, 1958 
First 7 months, 1959 
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1958: 
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: 4 walk — 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Annual data for metropolitan-nonmetropolitan areas are not available 
before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. Data by urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are 

available upon request. 2Not available prior to January 1954. Tabulations showing the number of units in 2-family and 3-or-more 
family structures for 1920-1953 are available upon request. 3 Not yet available. 


(14) 
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Table B-2: New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


Chart 3. 
Housing Starts (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 


Thousands of Owelling Units _ 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ra CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-S9-10-C 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table B-3: New Private 1-Family Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


Apr. May June July Sept. Foe. | Now. Dec. Year 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 
$ 7, 250 |$ 7, 450 $7,775 $ 8,050 | $ 8, 100 $7, 825 $7, 900 
7,650| 7,525 7, 500 7,525| 7,650 7,675 | 7,675 
7,625| 7,850 8, 450 8,875| 9,125 9,200 | 9,075 
9,100| 9,250 9, 325 9,400| 9,300 9,225] 9,250 
9,050| 9,275 9,550 9,500| 9, 425 9,525] 9,550 
9,400 | 9,600 10, 000 10, 125 | 10, 175 10,175 | 9,975 
9,750} 9,800 10, 600 10, 850 | 10, 750 10, 800 | 10,850 
10,575 | 11,125 11, 250 11, 475 | 11, 425 11,575 | 11,575” 
11, 325 | 11,750 12,275 12,375 | 12,275 5 | 12,425 | 12,675 
12, 600 | 12, 800 | 13,025 | 13, 13,050 | 12,925 | 13. 13, 375 | 13,000 
| 12/775 | 12,875 | ,000 | 13, 100 | 13, 150 13,025 | 12, 550 13, 125 | 12,925 
| 12,450 | 12, 300 | 13, 250 | 13,650 | 13,750 

a 














Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Region! 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent 
change, 


1959 First 5 th 
hana first 5 months 





Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, 
are shown below table A-2. 


Chart 4. 


Housing Starts, By Region 


Thousands of Dwelling Units 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE __ __ CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-D 


(NOTICE: The Bureau of the Census bas announced that the series, "New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started in Selected States” scheduled for 
publication in CONSTRUCTION REVIEW in February, May, August, and November, bas been discontinued. Problems associated with its resumption 
are not expected to be resolved until early in 1960. These data were previously shown in Table B-5.) 
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Table B-6: New Private Dwelling Units: Volume in Successive Stages of FHA and VA Programs 








Number (in thousands) of new dwelling units in-- Percent of 
- _ ree total private 


ae Starts under FHA mortgages 
FHA applications VA inspection of-- eounnd starts under 








Period 


—_—- appraisal — inspection of-- 
Excludin 5 


Capehart ! 


| Excluding 


Total Capeh art! 


requests 





150. 
139. 
110. 

92. 


383.3 383. 3 535. 
314.9 313. 620. 
227.6 219. 401. 
1 229. 159. 
ue 395. 234. 


37. 
39. 
41. 
37. 
26. 
25. 
28. 
34. 
43. 
45. 
4l. 
63. 
31. 


AUguSt . .....s00 
September 
October 
November 
December. ...... 
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225. 
287. 
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Percent change, 
1958 to 1959.. ; + 27. 








| \o 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Housing and Home Finance Agency (FHA) and the 
Veterans Administration. |! Excludes units under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified as public and whose in- 
spection while under construction is under the auspices of the Department of Defense. Not available. 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of sie 000 or Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount by Type of Lender 





Total amount (in millions of dollars) recorded ey eae 
Average 


Period amount All Savings Insurance Commercial Momal Individual 
“| (dollars) lenders and loan companies banks someg? i . 
associations banks 
8, 312 . 4, 239 
10, 452 5,617 
9, 532 . 5, 458 
9,217 é 4, 264 
10, 516 _ 5, 204 


First 6 mos., 1958.... ; . 4,511 2, 204 
First 6 mos., 1959.... Eb 6, 353 3, 003 


1958: 4 910 429 
986 492 
995 476 
1,022 493 
October......... . , . 1, 087 558 
November 474 

December 

: January 
February 





First 6 mos., 1958-59 
Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 


(NOTE: Tables B-8 and B-9, Housing Vacancy Rates, are shown 
quarterly in the February, May, August, and November issues.) 





Part C--Building Permits 


Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, by Type of Building Construction 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


Type of building ; 1959 r cons: | Sieh hain j Sa a 
construction | — } Fin 6 
ae at May | April L June 1959 | 1958 1958- 


All building construction! - 200. 2,202.5| 2,304.3] 2,042.6 | 11, 660.4 
2,001.9} 2,044.9} 1,703.1 | 10, 416.9 
339.5| 1,243.5 








Public 


New dwelling units? 1,346.9 | 1,037.4] 6,569.2 
Number of new dwelling units |( 112, 493) | (113, 566} (120, 482)| (95, 790)| (599, 458)| (453, 381) 


New nonresidential building 662.0 700. 5 715. 1 795.1] 3,843.7] 3,681.0 
Commercial buildings 221.7 246.0 232.2 201. 4 1, 444.6 1,254.5 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .. 117.4 112.9 116.5 97.6 603.6 502.5 
All other commercial buildings 104.3 133.1 115.7 103.8 841.0 752.0 (3) 
Community buildings 243.7 272.6 216.9 235.0 1,334.7] 1,310.2 + @ 
Industrial buildings 78.1 96.5 86.0 4204.1 466.3 498.8 — 62 
All other nonresidential buildings ............ 118.4 85.3 179.9 154.7 598. 1 617.5 — 23 


| 


Additions and alterations 250.7 199. 0} 217.0 191.4 | 1, 107. 0} 955.4 +31 




















Seurce: Depar tment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. lIncludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown sepa- 
rately. | ?Housekeeping only. Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. ‘Includes a building permit issued retroactively for 
a steel plant valued at $120 million, which was actually started early in 1957. 





Building Permit Activity 


Millions of Dollars Millions of Dollars 
300 
CLASS OF CONSTRUCTION TYPE OF BUILDING 
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~ BUILDING , 
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ALL BUILDING 
4 CONSTRUCTION 
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BUILDING 





\a 
NEW i , 
NONRES/DENTIAL 
BUILDING INDUSTRIAL 








ADDITIONS —- ALTERATIONS Ps 


1958 1959 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C. 0. 59-10-E 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region! 





Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 
A change, 
Type of building First 5 months Ist 5 

construction months 


March 1958-59 
UNITED STATES 








All building construction 2 


New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. ..... 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings..................000:+ 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 
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All building construction 2 
New dwelling units 3 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings ........ | 
Additions and alterations 
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New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 
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See footnotes at end of table. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region'—Continued 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) : Percent ; 
Type of building ah ay ee ean ae aes Peet iats Oe | Change, 
construction 1959 First 5 months Ist 5 


months 


March | April | May 1958-59 


South 


— 


943. 
296. 
189. 
74, 
10. 


548. 
323. 
164. 
63. 
4. 


New nonresidential building.................... 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings...................... 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


3. 
7. 
37. 
50. 
21. 
11. 
17. 

z. 
11. 
10. 
26. 
54. 


3. 
as 
S2. 
83. 
42. 
2. 
17. 

2. 
14. 
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New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, 
are shown below table A-2. 2 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 3 Housekeeping only. 


Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number of Nonresidential Buildings, by Type of Building 








Type of construction 








Amusement buildings .......0...........:cssesee 
Commercial garages ...... 

Educational buildings...................... 
Garages, private residential 

Gasoline and service stations 
Industrial buildings 

Institutional buildings 

Office buildings 

Religious buildings 

Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number of New Dwelling Units, by Type of Structure, 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region! 


(Housekeeping units only) 
i Valuation (in millions of dollars) | Number of dwelling units 





Ownership and 


1958 1959 First 5 months 
type of structure 


May | April May | | May | April | May 1958 1959 


All new dwelling units .| 1, 002. , 346. » alas , 802. 5, 304.4], 92,083 | 120,482) 113,566) 357,598 486, 965 
Privately owned . “ ; ; ; 116,609} 110,628} 342, 088 474, 984 
1-family ks . fs ; i 89, 102 84,109 | 264, 361 356, 115 

2-4 family i , ‘ ; : 7, 863 7, 350 23, 007 33, 451 
5-or-more family ... ; . : . ; 19,644 19, 169 54, 720 85, 418 
Publicly owned ; ‘ ; ; 7" 3, 873 2, 938 15, 510 11,981 


All new dwelling units . 253.6] 030. : 24,613| 22,388] 60,558 | 93, 754 
Privately owned i ; 7} k 21,763} 21,700 55,651 88, 032 
1-family é b \ q 15, 409 15, 922 41,600 56, 383 

2-4 family | ; ; 4 : ; 2,290} 1,750 3,743 8, 154 
5-or-more family ... a : ‘ b 4, 064 4,028 10, 308 23, 495 


Publicly owned ......... .0| . ‘ 2,850 688| 4,907 5,722 

















All new dwelling units. ; \ , s ; ; 102,407 
Privately owned . i . i 100, 588 


1-family ‘ a , 4 5 83, 428 


5,815 
5-or-more family .... ‘ -4| : ; : 11, 345 


Publicly owned 1,819 





All new dwelling units... ' , 399. ; : 115, 565 141, 768 
Privately owned 110, 011 139, 312 
92,174 117, 783 
6, 538 

14,991 

2, 456 


2-4 family 
5-or-more family ...... 
Publicly owned 








All new dwelling units.. h 375. 
Privately owned 242. 336. 355. 
1-family 197. 268. 286.0 
2-4 family 11. 20. 18.4 
5-or-more family......| 32. 48.0 | 51.2 
Publicly owned 20. 2. 6 | 20.1 


149, 036 
147, 052 
98, 521 
12,944 























Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 


Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by 
region, are shown below table A-2. 





Chart 6. 


Building Permit Activity, By Region 


Millions of Dollars 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-5: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


Percent 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) 


State 1959 First 4 months = 


1958 1959 1958-59 


ALL STATES , 810. , 335. , 374. , 463. , 126. , 304, , 297. + 29 
Metropolitan areas » 102. , 791. , 142. + 30 
Nonmetropolitan areas + 26 


+ 30 
+ 58 
+14 
+ 32 
+74 


Alabama 
Arizona 


Ne 


N 
~ 


California 
Colorado 


nN 


+ 31 
+11 
-6 
+11 
+14 


Connecticut 


District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
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+25 
+15 
+11 
+ 38 
+ 23 


Illinois 
Indiana 
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Kansas 


+ 24 
+4 
+14 
+ 50 
+ 59 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 
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Maryland 
Massachusetts 
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+18 


Michigan 
+ 20 


Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
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Nebraska 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


wWnNUUe 
NAHAS aA» 
WD Oe» 
© RD HO 
wORAUreN 
on N UO 





North Carolina 
North Dakota 
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Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
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Tennessee 
88. 
iz: 

3. 
32. 


Vermont 
Virginia 
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30.4 
2.7 
21.9 
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Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


Ue OU 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


1959 aoe 
State I i 
. . . . : Apr. 958 1958-59 


ALL STATES , ’ 265, 539 +4) 
Metropolitan areas , . ? 93, 809 | 205, 017 + 42 


Nonmetropolitan areas +420 | 14, (00 | ita, 6, O01 __26, 673 | 60,522 | 1 Es. 


Alabama 1,777 5, 158 + 30 
Arizona z 2, 532 6, 323 + 50 

409 1, 431 . +6 
23, 462 54, 531 +47 
Colorado 1, 333 | 4, 738 +10 


Connecticut 1,688 | 3, 308 +44 
Delaware 227 1,065 —- 22 
District of Columbia 138 1,615 — 78 
Florida 5,621 21, 578 +3 
Georgia ; 2,158 5, 798 +29 


236 547 + 23 
Illinois 7, 863 12,924 + 37 
Indiana 1,946 3, 930 +25 
1, 136 1,682 + 48 
Kansas 704 2, 162 +25 





Kentucky 1, 241 2, 361 + 46 
Louisiana g 1,614 4, 593 +25 
156 222 +6 
Maryland 3, 315 6, 380 +49 
Massachusetts 2,437 3,954 + 30 





Michigan 4, 353 8, 345 + 36 
Minnesota ........ 2, 761 3, 938 
Mississippi 369 1,004 
Missouri 2, 133 3, 708 
Montana 234 503 


Nebraska 732 1, 186 
172 764 
New Hampshire 211 400 
New Jersey 4,615 9, 379 
New Mexico 990 2, 552 





11, 369 16, 505 34, 703 
North Carolina 1, 268 3,790 4, 435 
North Dakota 324 356 469 
6, 341 12,129 15, 220 
Oklahoma 981 2, 449 3,600 





779 1,658 2, 499 
Pennsylvania .... 3, 757 6,711 10, 874 
Rhode Island 346 553 848 
South Carolina .... 426 1,092 1, 637 
South Dakota 254 311 573 





Tennessee 1,899 3,937 6, 057 
6, 962 20, 762 26, 408 

869 1,816 2,399 

Vermont 34 66 68 
Virginia 3, 425 6, 323 10, 023 


Washington 2,025 5, 146 7,659 
West Virginia 337 742 873 
Wisconsin 2, 370 4,677 5, 556 

153 437 458 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Millions of dollars) 





Value (in millions of dollars) Pesceat 


change, 
lst 4 months 


Apr. 1958-59 


+11 
+31 


Metropolitan area 


= 
p» 
5 
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Los Angeles—Long Beach, Calif 
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Milwaukee, Wis 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey .. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va 
SRI Rh arsscincessniasoseaciosstnnonee 
I INS 5 ssdecscs ssciistinenipnsiadechdaseseetahn 
ITI Ms 55 scogeccssybbeneousibnie 
Sale Lake City, Utah 

San Diego, Calif 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. .......... 
NE IIIS cs carsskoncnengumen iaeaibecsionss 
Waghiagton, D. C...........cssorersssccseneesenee 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Housekeeping only) 








1959 First 4 months Percent 
— change, 


lst 4 months 
Feb. Mar. 4 1958 1959 1958-59 


Metropolitan area 





Atlanta, Ga 860 1,190 3,124 4, 537 + 45 
Baltimore, Md 940 860 3, 207 3,764 +17 
SN TNMs ssssecrcvesinwnsopecissieiane 475 644 2, 097 2, 341 +12 
NI aii sssicdceagdpibinain taoviets 266 551 1, 863 2, 207 +18 
RINNE BE Oa ec cecisscens obucveesehinkiguecenen te 227 492 1, 417 1,618 +14 
SI I si nesisiiiesbiaghieninwacenies 2, 103 4,941 11, 366 | 16,066 + 41 
Cleveland, Ohio ............ 750 973 2,574 3, 543 + 38 
Columbus, Ohio 344 763 2, 320 2, 680 + 16 
NINE IN, Ch ss cascecsac uses onetesnach ovvoee schon 815 1,219 3, 389 3, 536 +4 
SI NOI a ciscisscancchoneninneiiads sei 1,050 2,601 5,014 7,044 
Indianapolis, Ind. .............00se000- snd 238 517 1, 314 1, 480 
Los Angeles—Long Beach, Calif........... 5, 733 9,992 25, 204 | 31,280 
is occas rcatain Soci 1,527 1, 495 6, 254 5,696 
RIN cin censsnthenocsconiors 342 681 1,904 2, 176 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey.. 7,872 | 12,030 18,573 | 39,148 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. .............:000+ 371 387 1,081 1, 401 
Bs TEES i veisstssisesescssokensnencosens 1, 408 2,617 4, 360 7,607 
Phoenix, Ariz 1, 443 1,603 5, 187 6, 741 
Rochester, N. Y 104 348 614 929 
Sale Lake City, Utah 140 411 989 1, 095 
en TiN, NN seis csic secon esonsecce ioe 2, 435 2, 427 6,277 9, 532 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif........... 1,647 3, 359 6,205 | 10,032 
IN icnicssiscivoningeansnestibins stats 871 1, 147 2, 943 4,958 
Washington, D. C 1, 554 1,999 5,619 | 7,923 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
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Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Valuation in Selected Metropolitan Areas 
by Type of Building Construction 


First 4 months, 1959 (Thousands of dollars) 


Type of building i irmingham, — uffalo, Cormeen, Columbus, 
construction Ala. 7 ¥. Ohio 


All building constmction! : ; : L ? — 804 
New dwelling units? ‘ E 2 i 228, 042 
New nonresidential building 5 y ‘ ,6 91, 336 
Commercial buildings a . 21, 459 
Amusement buildings 5 3,078 
Commercial garages 239 
Gasoline and service stations 1, 570 
Office buildings e 3 4, 317 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. E 12, 253 
Community buildings ; : , 33, 891 
Educational buildings 0 y 12, 162 
Institutional buildings : 15, 558 
Religious buildings 7 J 6, 170 
Garages, private residential .............. 4,690 
Industrial buildings } i ; 21, 705 
Public utilities buildings 3 3, 557 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 6, 035 

* Additions and alterations...........-....:+« 30, 117 


_ All building construction! 110, 779 
1 New dwelling units 2 é ‘ 51, 448 409, 343 
New nonresidential building A 43, 252 336, 788 
Commercial buildings 13, 371 198, 677 
Amusement buildings 7,113 
Commercial garages ; 6, 364 
Gasoline and service stations. 1,841 
Office buildings 31, 595 161, 593 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 24, 281 21, 767 
Community buildings 73, 585 99, 472 
Educational buildings 56, 893 69, 946 
Institutional buildings 6, 284 19, 066 
Religious buildings 10, 408 10, 461 
Garages, private residential 2, 231 
Industrial buildings 28, 143 
Public utilities buildings 6, 727 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 24, 193 
Additions and alterations..........--.000 


All building construction! ; 86, 591 ; 143, 830 ; 173, 435 
New dwelling units ? 58,607 ; 99, 456 ; 88, 475 
New nonresidential building ; 22,649 35, 512 73, 633 
Commercial buildings 15,384 | ql 14, 800 38, 533 
Amusement oe v 379 1,948 1, 238 
Commercial garages .. witigl 18 1, 420 162 
Gasoline and service stations 531 536 
Office buildings 8,982 23, 409 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 5,475 13, 189 
Community buildings 4,355 : 19, 454 
Educational buildings 2,913 ‘“ 11, 050 
Institutional buildings es 6,871 
Religious buildings..............:sss0 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions and alterations........... .......| 18,221 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown sep- 
arately. 2? Housekeeping only. 





Part D--Contracts 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, by Ownership and Type of Construction! 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent 

promo ee free 
type of construction 1958 1959 First 6 months first 6 
months 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 1,607.9 | 1,812.9 1, 040. 6) 1,089.3 | 1,388.5] 7,047.1) 6, 142.1 


695. 3 . \ 194. 371.9 1,875.3] 1, 383.3 
101.3 28. 38. 2 315.4 113.8 

85. 170.0 691.8 553.3 
1, 11.8 34.9 25.9 
2. 17.2 66.9 40.6 
19. 34.8 124.7 134. 3 

62. 106. 2 465.3 352.5 
12. 157.0 132.7 
3. 71.2 42.0 
3. 29.1 14.5 

40. 208.0 

14, 343.9 

47. 324.7 

60.9 

52.5 

86. 1 


~ 
wa 


FEDERALLY OWNED? 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Airfield buildings 
Troop housing 
Warehouses 
All other 
Airfields4 
Conservation and development 
Highways 
Electric power 
All other federally owned 
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5, 171.8 
268. 5 
1, 847.7 
1,é21.9 
194.9 
245.2 
186. 3 
1,957. 1 
542. 3 
356. 2 
186. 1 
424.5 
319.6 
104.9 
60.9 
70.8 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings........................ 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems 
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Electric power 
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Conservation and development 
All other State and locally owned..... 
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Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. ' Includes major force-account projects started, principally by TVA and 
State highway departments. 2 Includes construction contracts awarded under Lease-Purchase programs which terminated with 

P.L. 85-844, approved August 28, 1958. 3 Less than $50,000. 4 Beginning with January 1958, includes missile launching facil- 
ities which were previously included under all other federally owned. 


Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, by Ownership, Source of Funds, and Type of Facility! 


Ownership, source of funds, 
and type of facility 


ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
FEDERALLY OWNED 


STATE OWNED 
Federally aided projects: 
Total value 
Federal funds 
Independent State projects: 
Total value , , 
Toll facilities : ; ; 7.8 


LOCALLY OWNED? 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 3 By municipalities and counties. 
(26) 
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Contracts Aw 


arded for Public Construction 


By Ownership 


Chart 7 


Millions of Dollars 
2,000 


STATE AND LOCAL 


Grrr. Fh 
* oe 


*, FEDERAL 
a Po *ee0 


"ese 


1957 1959 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-G 





Table D-3: Value of Construction Contracts Reported by the F. W. Dodge Corporation 
(U. S. Summary, excluding Alaska) 





Percent change 
12 months ending 
in June 1958-59 


__ June 1959 | —_—dJune 1958 
37,190 32,024 + 16 


Building construction 
Residential 
Nonresidential 


Engineering 
Public works 
Utilities 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


Table D-4: Value of Construction Contract Awards Reported by the Engineering News-Record 
(U. S. Summary excluding Alaska) 


“Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


Ownership and 12 months ending-- 


type of construction July 1959! 12 months ending 


July 1959 July 1958 in July 1958-59 


2, 482 


Privately owned 1, 164 
Publicly owned 1,318 


Private industrial buildings 
Buildings, except private industrial 

Highways and bridges 

Sewer systems 

Water systems 

Unclassified and all other 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data published by the Engineering News-Record. Data include only 
those projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways—$44,000; other public 
works—$73,000; industrial buildings—$93,000; other buildings—$344,000. Five weeks. *Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 





Part E--Costs 


Table E-1: Construction Cost Indexes 


Indexes (1947-49=100) Percent 
hentai iaitinaas aie sacaisanialliie ie Gceteiiacanenceiieiiedadl I 

| 1956] 1957 | 1958 | “rane® 

ne | 1958-59 


Compiler and coverage 
June 
135 
143 


May | June 


American Appraisal Company 147 148 148 150 | 150 
Associated General Contractors 156 157 157 158 | 160 - 
E. H. Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): 
Residences 135.1} 135.6] 135.7} 136.4| 137.0 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings............ 146. 146.5 | 146.6) 147.3 | 148.1 | 
Commercial and factory buildings..................... | 149. 149.6 | 149.7; 150.6 151.3 
Engineering News-Record: 
Building 
Construction 


June | June 


141 145 
150 154 


132. 8 | 
143.4 | 
146.6 | 
154.9 | 
168.2 
138 | 


| 
amination 


137.9 
149, 2 
132.3 


130. 
137. 
138. 


| 132. 
| 141. 
143. 
161.8} 
175.5 | 
139 141 | 
flieebdl 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1 A composite of cost indexes representative of the major types of con- 
struction, weighted by the current relative importance of each type. 


| 149, 
160. 


137 


160.6 | 161.4 
173.5 174.2 


140 | 140 


| 163.0 
176.6 


142 


145. 
153. 


132 


159. 
172. 


159.7 
172.9 


140 











Department of Commerce composite 


4 1 ul 


Table =-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Construction Materials, by Selected Groups and Commodities 


| Percent 
| change, 
July 1958-59 


129.6 | + 4 


(1947-49=100, unless otherwise specified) 
_ 1959 1956 | 1957 


Apr. July | 


C a July | 
134 .7 130.6 


135.4 | 


Feb. _ 
133.3 


May 
135.8 


June 


135.8 


July 
131.4 


ALL CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS ! 


| 
| 


Commodity 
| 


Lumber and wood products: | 


Softwoods: 


NI sachs sa tciectthcoencicnjabtentstninteniecin 
NNN Since sac Baxceaenicessvnsnigecu I 


Other softwoods................. 


125.2 | 
113.8 | 
132.7 | 


118. 5 
130. 2 
103.6 | 
103. 
105. 
144. 
145. 
100. 


Hardwoods used in construction 


NE iis abit ees cesianteienaant 
PE kc hetsiGcts ptm snereschacemies 


NI Ss adic chac ead dies oe dcchanesesevow bitvnn 
PI encssitthie ccheisaaleiasiitendincennsintiie 
Building paper and board ....... ae 
UM II Bod ns ks civccecin sadness | 
Hardboard (Jan. 1958=100) 
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Metals and metal products: 

Finished mill and foundry products: 
Structural steel shapes 
Reinforcing bars ..............0...... 
Galvanized sheets, carbo: 
Black steel pipe, carbon ................006 
Wire nails, 8d common 
Copper water tubing 
Building wire 
Nonmetallic sheathed cable 

Builders’ hardware: 
Cabinet hinge 
Door lock sets 
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Fabricated metal products: 
Plumbing fixtures and brass fittings}. | 
Enameled iron fixtures 
Vitreous china fixtures 
Brass fittings 

















See footnotes at end of table. 
(28) 
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Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Construction Materials, by Selected Groups and Commodities--Continued 


(1947-49=100, unless otherwise specified) 





Commodity : ; a PERM eee, 1956 1957 1958 


scoala S&S Sie ee : Apr. I 7 July 
Metals and metal products--Con. 
Fabricated metal products 
used in construction--Con. 
Heating equipment! 
Steam and hot water equipment 
Warm air furnaces 
Fuel burning equipment, 
automatic 
Water heaters, domestic 
Metal doors, sash, and trim............... i 
Tanks and sheet metal products: 
Steel roofing (Jan. 1958=100) .............. 
Corrugated aluminum roofing 
(Jan. 1958=100) 


Machinery and motive products: 
Escalators and elevators 
Fans and blowers, except portable 


Nonmetallic minerals products 
used in construction: 
Flat glass: 
Plate glass 144. 
Window glass 145. 
Concrete ingredients 140. 
Sand, gravel, and crushed stone........ | 129. 
Portland cement 152. 
Concrete products 129. 
Building block 116. 
Concrete pipe 159. 
Ready-mixed concrete 
(Jan. 1958=100) 100. 
Structural clay products. 138. 


Building brick 137. 
Clay tile 130. 
EEN CNOIE PRIOR soc esevccusousovocseesshyh Sommwnise 162. 
Gypsum products 133. 
128. 

130. 

144. 

Prepared asphalt roofing 119, 
Other nonmetallic minerals! 135. 


103. 
162. 


144. 
145. 
140. 
129. 
152. 
129. 
116. 
159. 


144. 
145. 
140. 
129. 
152. 
129. 
116. 
159. 
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Anwn ON ww 
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AYYNYRYYW 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 


101. 
138. 


138. 
130. 
162. 
133. 
128. 
130. 
144. 
119. 
137. 
103. 
167. | 


101. 
138. 


138. 
130. 
162. 
133. 
128. 
130. 
144. 
126. 
137. 
103. 
167. 


Rk ar INK ON 
Rah aw On Ww 


+ 
_ 
mare NOCCOOYVNY wr 


NYA NOWHDMRAK NRO NO 

ONAN BR AeSAKY NNN DAN 

GAR KASD KNINMY Sw 
| 


+ 


Miscellaneous products: 

Kitchen cabinets, metal, base only 151.6] 151. 151.6 ; 

Linoleum, inlaid 129.4} 130. 130.5 : , + 
Asphalt floor tile 98. 4 98. 98.4 - 
Rubber floor tile 114.9 114. 114.9 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. l Includes items not shown separately. 2 Not available. 3 Change 
of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Construction Materials 


Commodity Unit 


LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, construction, 25% standard, 2’’x4’’, RL., green, S4S, 
mixed c/l, f.o.b. mill.. ; : 
Boards, construction, 25% ‘standard, RL., green, , S45, 1" x8”, theme, elnid ¢) / | 
of boards and dimension, f.o.b. mill ... . be : | 70. 335 
Timbers, construction, 8’’x8’’ to 12’’x12’’, RL., rough or S4S, green c/l or 
mixed cars, f.o.b. mill bh 4 . 81.193 
Southern pine: | 
Dimension, No. 2, 2’’x4’’x16’, S4S, dried, SL., f.o.b. mill ae 2 | \ 87. 997 
Boards, No. 2, 1’’x6”’, RL., S4S, dried, SL, c/l mixed cars, f.o.b. 
mill.. Rilke ; a oe ae ; 80. 296 
© Pendeses § pine boards, No. 3, "x 12”, RL., 6 and « over, , S4S, “dry, cl 
or mixed cars, f.o.b. mill ae } 82, 460 
Oak, red, flooring, select, plain, 25/32” thick, 2-1/4’? face, bundled, c/l, f.o.b. mill.. Se s | 182, 307 
Maple flooring, 2d grade, 25/32’’x2-1/4’’ face, standard length bundled, c/I 
f.o.b. mill . ft. ; } 211.072 | 


$78. 828 





MILLWORK 
Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face, veneer, premium grade, as per CS- 
200-55, 2’6’’x6’8"’x1-3/8"", f.0.b. factory, c/l, freight allowed 
Window unit, wood, double hung, Ponderosa pine, 2’4’’x4’6"’, with frame 
sash, glazing, weather stripping and sash balance as per CS- 190-53, 
mixed c/l, f.0.b. factory 





PLYWOOD 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, 1/4’’x48""x96’’, 3 ply, f.0.b. mill 
* Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, 5/16’’x48’’x96’’, 5 ply, f.o.b. mill 
Plywood, birch, standard panel, grade 1-3 or 1-4, type II glue, 
3 ply 1/4” thick, 48’’x96’’, c/l, f.o.b. factory 


PREP ARED PAINT 
Latex, water-thinned, inside, first grade, delivered Gallon 
Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered Gallon 
Enamel, white, or colors, gloss, first grade, delivered Gallon 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, delivered Gallon 
Outside, white, or colors, first grade, delivered Gallon 


METAL PRODUCTS 

Structural shapes, carbon steel, 6’’x4’’x1/2’’ angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. 
A-7, base quantity, f.o.b. mill. hd 

Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, No. 6x30 long ‘with 10% ‘shorts, 

ASTM spec. A-15, 57T, base quantity, f.o.b. mill ; 

Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, 24 gage x 30’’ wide x 96’ long, 
commercial coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, 
f.o.b. mill : 

Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 
1-1/4’’ nominal, random lengths, c/l wt. 228 lbs. per 100’, f.o.b. mill 
Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 
1-1/4’’ nominal, random lengths, c/l wt. 228 lbs. per 100’, f.o.b. mill 

Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8d common, c/lI, f.o.b. mill 

Soil pipe, cast iron, 4’’, single hub, extra heavy, c/l, f.o.b. foundry 

Copper water tubing, type L, 3/4’’ size, .045’’ wall thickness, 
shipped in 60’ coils, 10,000’ lots or more, f.o.b. mill, freight allowed 

Building wire, type RH-RW, size 12, solid, single braid, f.o.b. destination, 
or freight prepaid or allowed on specified amount ..............cccccescsseeeseennenseeees : 17.778 

Insect screening, aluminum, 18x14 mesh, 30” wide, carload lots, f.o.b. 


5.890 | 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Construction Materials--Continued 


Commodity 








PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 
Bathtub, 5’, enameled iron, recessed, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed... aa ‘ $53. 778 
Lavatory, 20’’x18’’ and 19’’x17”’, enameled iron, f.o.b. plant, freight allowed . 13. 066 
Water closet, vitreous china, closed coupled, reverse trap, 
f.o.b. plant, freight allowed 23. 363 
Sink, 32’’x21’’, enameled steel, acid resisting, 2-compartment, f.o.b. plant, 
freight allowed : 12.711 | 
HBATING EQUIPMENT 
Convectors, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 40.8 to 43.0, 
Fob. Encbonp, digit COWS onic ciccsnsominetntgriercaeickteiaeacten data eimgony  a - 466 
Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, forced air, oil fired, with burner, bonnet output 90,000-115,000 BTU, | 
Louk. taaceey, freight: CORO <.cisiss ssecesnshoctnb-cisienle qitelpemgicneniocgnts ; 245.632 245.632 240. 255 
Sceel, forced air, gas fired, input rating 85,000-110,000 BTU, 
f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 160.454 160.454 158. 691 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, manual controls, input rating 40,000-50,000 BTU, i 
f.o.b. factary 62. 138 62. 138 58. 283 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft, 14-3 gal. per hr., f.0.b. factory... 113. 575 113. 575 115.075 
Water heater, gas fired, automatic, l-year guarantee, 30-gal. steel storage 
tank, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed (7) (*) 39.640 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS | 
Sand, construction, f.o.b. plant 1, 323 | 1.323 1, 314 
Gravel, for concrete, 1-1/2’? maximum, f.o.b. plant 1,615 | 1.612 1, 597 
Crushed stone, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant 1, 665 | 1,672 1.679 
Building blocks, concrete, lightweight aggregate, 8’’x8’’x16’’, f.o.b. plant - 191 -191 -191 
Building brick, clay, f.o.b. plant | Thousand | 31. 700 | 31, 700 30.951 
Partition tile, clay, scored, 4’’x12’’x12’’, 3-cell, 16 lbs., f.o.b. plant Thousand . 087 138.087 137.031 
Lath, gypsum, 3/8’’x16’’x48’’, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized | . ft. 26. 011 | 26. 011 26. 012 
Wallboard, gypsum, 3/8’’x48’’, varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, 





freight equalized | Msq. ft. | 34. 300 34. 300 34, 300 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, thick square butt, 210 lbs., f.0.b. factory, 

freight allowed 5. 68r 6, 334 5. 103 

Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plane, freight equalized 12.277 12. 277 11. 917 
+ os ab 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. ° Beginning with April 1958, prices not comparable with those for 
previous periods because of a change in specification. 1 Not available. 


Table E-4: Indexes of Union Hourly Wage Rates in the Building Trades, by Trade 
(1947-49 =100) 


All trades | Bricklayers Carpenters | Electricians Painters Plasterers 
+ ‘ eek a 

111.6 110.1 | 111.5 109.6 

116.3 117.4 120.0 116. 
126.2 124.6 | 126.8 124. 
130.0 131.1 132.0 130. 
134.2 135.3 135.9 134. 
137.8 | 140. 3 139.0 139. 
144.0 146.2 146. 6 145. 
149.6 153.9 153.9 153. 
154.6 161.1 162.1 158. 


110. 
117. 
125. 
131. 
136. 
141. 
147. 
155. 
162. 


awn BAe ON 
NWNVYUOVUY BR OW 








*163. 
*164. NOT A Vi &£ £24.44 8.68 


ae. | 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Scatistics. * Estimated. 
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Table E-5: Union Hourly Wage Scales! for Selected Building Trades for 100 Cities 


(As of July 1, 1959) 
7 
Bricklayers | Carpenters | Electricians Painters Plasterers Plumbers 
piaendee = bE teats 

ALL PLACES: T os ft | 
Estimated average rate.......... $4.04 $3. 63 $3. 80 $3. 38 $3. 88 $3. 88 $2. 62 
Range in rate levels | 2.75-4.70 | 2.00-4. 40 2. 63-4. 35 1. 75-3. 70 2. 63-4. 50 2. 75-4. 45 1. 20-3. 65 


+ 





Building 
laborers 











Cents-per-bour increase, 
Apr. 1-July 1, 1959 . ; L : . . 4.0 


* 
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Cheyenne, Wyo. ..............000000 
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Memphis, Tenn. ......... 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-5: Union Hourly Wage Scales! for Selected Building Trades for 100 Cities—Continued 
(As of July 1, 1959) 





ap 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


Sew we we ONS! Ss SS eS 


City 


Bricklayers 





Nashville, Tenn. ................... 
SEINE (Bie Dn. (seinigucciaresstroseeee 
New Haven, Conn. ................ 
New Orleans, La. .................. 
BOE Ts, Tee Bee caseascnicccecses 
RI TM. ii cincssikoosiecansarei 
POI: OMENS ciisce sn scerdcenceens 
Oklahoma City, Okla. .......... 
WG, BUS 5 cocsiccceccbsceicssessns 
UII EBs ssvariiscttinecssceaverecsts 


Philadelphia, Pa. ............... 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

PURI, PS os ssinccsdseeciosens 
Portland, Maine 

Portland, Oreg. ......... 
Providence, R. I. ..... 
Raleigh, N. C. ........... 
BOONE, PG. 5s. .ccess 
Richmond, Va. ........... 
SCORNON, The Bin noses hissseennrite 


Rock Island, Ill. (Dist.)® 

Tis RNR BN. dckinssndecdsisssncen 
We, Peet, Te Noisivnsntecsccccsece 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Antonio, Tex. ................. 
ee TG, COIR E cases inpesenneot 
San Francisco, Calif. ............ 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. ..............00 
IN, SEO siscccossetsisdsescicins 
Schenectady, N. Y. ...........000 


MINI: WIR. iis csrescenciviscetereeee 
Wmmeeres WOR. case ccssiccccsseccses 
IIR ER fanaa cccctacescedee 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak. ............ 
South Bend, Ind. .................... 
Spokane, Wash. .............s::000+ 


Springfield, Mass. .................. 


BpRMCCRE TN. Tn cccncccsccicosecsesnee 
NG TRING: decketcscnotscocesevewoncess 
Toledo, Ohio 


UII, 10 col epnissccauseecisecests 
I MS bo aectncnepitsereonnions 
Washington, D. C. ..........0000 
WOMEN IS hac ssisesiocevccnsoesiase 
Wilmington, Del. ...............00 
Worcester, Mass. .................. 
Te: ON nccacshansatnsnten 
Youngstown, Ohio 


+ 
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3. 175 
3. 320 
3.000 
2.775 
3. 300 
3. 320 
3. 350 
3. 520 
3. 025 
3. 820 
3 
3 
3 
3 


. 725 
- 300 
. 600 
. 150 
* 3. 700 
* 3.550 
* 2.950 

3. 675 


* 
* 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


each pay period) agreed upon through collective bargaining between employers and trade unions. 
lowance which is included in negotiated scale. 


.725 | 


Electricians 


3.325 
4. 250 
3.750 
3. 475 
3. 900 
3. 425 
3.910 
* 3.625 
* 3.800 
* 3.900 


225 
800 
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300 
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Plasterers 
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: * Represents an increase in rates between April 1, 1959 and July 1, 1959. 
These scales represent the minimum wage rates (excluding holidays and vacation payments regularly made or credited to the worker 


3 No union scale in effect on survey date. 


2 Excludes 10 cents vacation al- 
4 Excludes 15 cents vacation allow- 


ance which is included in negotiated scale. > Excludes 4 percent vacation allowance which is included in negotiated scale. 
P Excludes 7 cents vacation allowance which is included in negotiated scale. 7 Excludes 7 1/2 cents vacation allowance which is 
included in negotiated scale. 8 Includes Rock Island and Moline, Ill., and Davenport, Iowa. t Corrected data. 
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‘Construction Materials 
| 


Index (1947-49100) Composite Output Index Index (1947-49100) 
200 





Chart 8. 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


UNADJUSTED 





1951 1952 1953 | 1954 1958 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Table F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes of Output (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 


(Monthly average 1947- 49= 100) 
| Monthly Indexes 


Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted 





Materials group paemeeees 
|Annual average | 


aoe ‘ .. y ar | May J 
5.7] 124. 2 .3 | 132.1 |'148.7| 150.9 b 1146.0} 140.5 


| 
1137.8] 1128.9 
132.2] 144.7 
152.3} 141.4 
176.3} 176.4 
89.7] 107.0 
1135.6] 133.2 
158.1] 153.2 
1153.4] 144.7 











120.9 | 1142.6 |1141.5} 144.2 
97. 3 | 132.6| 140. 9) 147.3 
140.4 | 157.5| 156.1] 150.7 
175. .0| 200.0] 200.1 
133. .6| 103.3| 118.0 
107. 

139. | 160.8 

136.7 | 1150.9 


Quarterly ‘ladexes es (Unadjusted) 


119. 9 1116. 
108.4} 92. 
124.9 | 127. 
| 155.1] 143. 
102.6 | 109. 
| 118.4 | 102. 
| 123.7] 121. 
| 132.3 | 129. 


Lumber and wood products 

Mill work 

Paint, varnish, and lacquer . 
Portland cement 

Asphalt products 

Heating and plumbing equipment 
Iron and steei products 

Clay construction products 





|VoOoOuUUson 


wVuoowonwwowuw 
OA & OUND 


| 


| 


_Annual average es fi 1959 
Bs 1957 ees 1958 | _iAst qer. r. __3d qtr. 4th qtr. i 
ERIN GRO ioscan cscs sesn <osesee 154. 4 170.1 151.9 ; : 

Plumbing fixtures 114.1 117.3 115.3 q faa.e 


Source: T able compiled by the Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by variousGovernment agencies and by private firms as 


shown in notes to the tables following in Part F. ! Revised. 2 Not available. 
(34) 
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Chart 9. Lumber and Wood Products Basse! evi 


I . 
sien nkentleaabin ndex of Production index (1947495100) 


200 200 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


UNADJUSTED 


1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1957 1958 1959 





SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-1 


Table F-2: Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Douglas fir : 
Softwood lumber ! Hardwood flooring ! plywood 2 lnculating Hardboard’ 


3 
Period (Million board feet) (Thousand board feet) (Million boards (Tons) 


square feet)| ° (Tons) 


Production | Shipments |Stocks*| Production | Shipments | Stocks* | Production 


1947-49 average 812, 365 789,437 | 44,455 1, 802 766, 269 294, 214 
Year: 1, 166, 446 | 1,117,010 | 114,074 5,191 | 1, 102,012 539, 981 
953,706 | 947,023 | 107,028 5, 379 569, 000 
927, 294 922, 789 6, 136 597, 810 
12 months ending: 

March 1959. .......... 954, 329 969, 590 6,507 | 1,052, 173 641, 255 

April 1959............ 969, 307 981,548 |. 6,684 | 1,073,892 668, 910 
980, 689 987, 192 6,868 | 1,083,076 694, 941 
994, 730 998, 455 7,062 | 1, 108, 446 724, 404 


78, 331 82, 311 4 460 79, 696 43, 773 
81, 377 81, 788 ; 4 448 87, 889 49, 208 
82, 080 87, 040 4559 96, 489 50, 278 
September . 86, 353 86, 322 4521 93, 429 52, 329 
October 93, 026 89, 794 4619 98, 063 55, 702 
74, 434 69, 920 4555 82, 483 53, 713 
74,041 63, 694 4508 76, 355 53, 859 
78, 269 ‘ 4623 84,087} 61,270 
73, 919 592 81,021 63, 813 
80, 802 4614 95, 713 66, 479 
89, 563 4 693 107, 341 71, 202 
88, 494 4 675 100, 510 73, 315 

4654 105, 066 73, 236 














June, 1958-59 
First 6 mos., 1958-59 


* As of end of period. Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: |! National Lumber Manufacturers Associa- 
tion; 2 Douglas Fir Plywood Association; > Bureau of the Census. 4Monthly figures estimated from quarterly totals. 
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Chart 10. Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 
index (1947-49100) Index of Production for Trade Sales Index (1947-49100) 


200 200 


150 


UNADJUSTED 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED an 


100 | mM pda ‘an ps" 


| 


0 1 | 
1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 


| SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-u 


Table F-3: Shipments of Millwork Products and Production of Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 
ee Shipments a ee Production for trade sales 
(Thousands of units) (Thousands of gallons) 


Period 


Ponderosa Hardwood Exterior 


pine doors! doors 1 


Sash! Paint, varnish, & lacquer? 


1947-49 average .................. st iveaneics abies cle 3 3, 298 311,043 266, 701 
Year: 1956 ee tee inde , 02 36,404 | 310,551 312, 543 
5,611 9, 887 313, 128 
4, 439 9, 666 337, 926 
12 months ending: 
March 1959 4,690 10, 329 350, 800 
April 1959. 4,752 10, 660 358, 100 
Staab Gusiputlekalneconcunpessescesnkten ‘ 4,825 11,052 } 361, 800 
RE Say vaiesunccbsactdwdepccnababacchusnecs 4,914 11, 321 f 361, 200 


366 806 34, 100 
347 753 34, 400 
452 974 32, 700 
SOPUCMNOT ccs csserscsonscsovsecccspseceeacee 5 493 982 30, 600 
October 463 1, 133 30, 200 
388 1,011 25, 600 
3 298 892 23, 600 
January 433 789 25, 200 
February 368 799 25, 400 
402 856 30, 300 
400 987 35, 000 
413 rors 34, 700 
455 1,075 33, 500 


Percent change 








June, 1958-59 + 24 + 33 + 38 - 2 
First 6 mos., 1958-59 +24 + 42 + 44 +14 


Sources: |! National Wood Work Manufacturers Association (whose data are 
only from member firms, and are not adjusted to represent full coverage); ?Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 3 Pro- 
duction. See Note to table F-3 in the April 1959 issue of Construction Review. 
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"chart 11 Portland Cement 


index (1947-49100) Index of Production Index (1947—49=100) | 


200 | 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 


UNADJUSTED 














1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0. 59-10-K 
Sie pale Cost cae idl oi ae hod ke is : 





Pro- Ship- 


Shipments Shipments ** 
duction | ments 


(Thousands of squires) (Million square feet) 
(Thousands of barrels) Asphalt Asphalt 


Asphalt insulated | and tar Gypsum | Gypsum 


aan ° brick saturated board ! lath! 
. siding 2 


1947-49 average 200, 607} 199, 306 : 2,075 
Year: 316,465 | 311,571 4 2, 675 

Cali civsceiscrenneiicauguaid 297,801) 291, 741 2, 224 
311,061 | 309, 650 


Stocks* 





Portland cement 


ee a 


12 months ending: 

March 1959 320,569 | 320,042 
325, 661| 324,898 
329,815 | 327, 406 
333,192} 333,254 


30,078 | 30,513 
29,833 | 32,536 
31,675 | 34, 433 
31,597 | 35,031 
32,847| 36,880 
28,031| 24,758 
23,590| 16,817 
18, 604 14, 544 
16,710] 14,943 
24,329} 23,250 
29,093} 30,423 
33,428] 33,278 
33,455 | 36, 361 


Vee Se 





jeOe oo ecweVeVUVvv ~ 


June, 1958-59 +19 
First 6 mos., 1958-59 


j=n | 


*As of end of period. | ** Data reportedon quarterly basis. | Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: 'De- 
partment of Interior, Bureau of Mines; 2? Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Not available. 4Change of less than 
one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table -5.—Portland Cement: Destination of Shipments, by State 


(Thousands of barrels) 


a3 1959 Calendar year 12 months ending-- 


State Apr. Ma une 

' June 1956 | 1957 1958 : a inp J a 
Alabama 475 492 470 4,935 4, 627 4, 768 5, 118 5, 156 5, 218 
Arizona .... a 418 361 199 2, 621 2, 778 3, 608 3,931 3, 986 3, 912 
Arkansas 248 284 298 1, 841 1, 684 2, 125 2, 289 2, 374 2, 478 
California 3, 371 3, 437 3, 709 35, 854 32,910 34, 076 36, 877 37, 107 37, 487 
Colorado 379 463 536 3, 703 4,027 4, 183 4, 269 4, 301 4, 375 





Connecticut 315 361 313 4, 325 5, 188 3, 206 3, 159 3,114 3,071 
92 157 153 1, 086 905 861 922 991 1,050 
District of Columbia 171 163 179 1, 327 1. 372 1,524 1, 647 1, 661 1, 701 
Florida 1, 147 1,277 1, 109 9, 499 9, 985 11, 397 12,517 12, 809 12,901 
Georgia 670 594 624 5, 381 4, 675 5, 726 6, 476 6, 528 6, 669 


149 133 133 1,074 959 1, 453 1,510 1, 494 1, 498 
Illinois .... 1, 713 1,815 2, 168 16, 719 16, 238 19, 388 19, 360 18, 859 19, 189 
Indiana 776 1, 100 9,181 7,045 7, 328 7,310 7, 350 7, 767 
766 1,122 6, 774 5,810 7, 749 7,921 7,819 7, 984 
Kansas 712 882 6, 963 4, 980 6, 396 6, 940 6, 969 7, 235 


Kentucky 341 453 3, 509 3, 281 3,074 3, 283 3, 331 3, 458 
Louisiana 785 769 8, 303 7, 585 8, 043 8, 518 8, 665 8, 758 

114 151 978 964 956 984 1, 004 1, 030 
Maryland 589 527 5, 764 5,176 | 4, 660 5,020 5, 142 5, 226 
Massachusetts 647 433 5, 848 4,922 4, 762 4,718 4,851 4,817 








Michigan 1, 716 2,251 16, 215 14, 498 13, 999 13, 839 14, 044 14, 802 
Minnesota 661 812 5, 515 5, 481 6, 204 6, 390 6, 449 6, 552 
Mississippi .... 299 288 1,977 2, 190 2, 778 2,999 3,047 3,070 
Missouri 770 966 7, 646 6, 851 7, 637 8, 306 8, 251 8, 441 
Montana 126 212 1, 405 1, 377 1, 394 1, 374 » 1, 364 1, 441 


Nebraska 294 490 3, 332 2,651 3, 833 4, 030 3,918 4,010 

65 73 616 554 568 625 642 661 
New Hampshire 81 75 926 637 584 596 621 635 
New Jersey 1,052 877 9, 428 7,952 7,902 8, 305 8, 553 8, 693 
New Mexico 306 327 2, 086 2, 206 2, 430 2, 808 2, 896 3,017 





2, 400 2, 272 20, 400 19, 175 19, 213 19, 761 20, 026 20, 138 
534 533 4, 384 4, 647 4, 441 4,898 5,012 5, 100 
180 378 1, 294 1, 930 1,657 1, 709 3, Fao 1, 835 

1, 763 2, 115 17,554 17, 306 16, 186 16, 424 16, 715 17, 230 


Oklahoma 459 513 4,815} 4,917| 5,131 | 5,789] 5,796 5, 906 


Oregon 246 268 2, 565 2, 532 2,593 2, 663 2, 691 2, 714 
Pennsylvania 1, 674 1, 767 15, 445 14, 288 15, 172 15, 663 15,714 15, 940 
Rhode Island 106 65 819 762 818 81l 820 808 
South Carolina 247 212 2, 359 2,010 2, 204 2, 462 2, 499 2,509 
South Dakota 160 233 1, 374 1,071 1, 392 1, 491 1, 499 1, 585 





472 481 4, 843 4,153 4, 288 4, 706 4,775 4, 805 
2,229 2,176 20, 953 18, 892 22, 322 24, 190 24, 401 24, 531 
212 228 2,010 1, 791 2, 118 2, 205 2, 208 2, 232 
Vermont 46 44 334 302 353 361 370 378 
Virginia 645 590 5,419 5, 436 5, 180 5, 637 5, 755 5, 823 


Washington 473 582 4,677 5,078 6, 555 6, 716 6, 636 6, 667 
West Virginia .... 206 222 1, 937 2, 269 1, 986 2,064 2, 087 2, 093 
Wisconsin 754 1,051 6, 768 6,771 6, 751 6, 495 6, 469 6, 739 
Wyoming 124 142 655 688 962 1,010 1,050 1,091 




















Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by Department of Interior, Bureau of Mines. 
Note: Alaska and Hawaii have been omitted to avoid disclosure of individual company operations. 
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Chart 12. Iron and Steel Products 
Index of Shipments 
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Table F-6: Iron and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands of tons) 


Ship- Book- | Back- 
ments ings log* 
Concrete Cast-iron pipe? Rigid 


reinforc- | vanized| Nails! Fabricated , 
ing bars! : ‘ structural steel 





1947-49 average .........0-ee000 1,523 1, 669 797 309 1,075 2,639 2, 442 
Year: 1956 3 2,518 2, 958 559 433 1,745 3, 780 4,736 
195 7oneee 2,300 | 2,393] 447| 569 1,352 4,180| 3,073 
2,034 | 2,827] 418| 440 1,278 3,664| 2,773 
12 months ending: 
March 1959 : 2, 180 3,154 428 437 1, 303 3,427 3, 014 
April 1959 ; 2, 284 3,277 438 450 1, 321 866 330 3, 394 3,101 
May 1959 2, 349 3, 363 448 463 1, 346 333 3, 360 3,119 
2,421 | 3,436] 455| 463 (*) (®) | (6) | 3,396] 3,123 


274 277 54 61 130 77 34 329 287 
175 240 30 32 111 72 28 291 331 
180 253 38 37 129 79 30 298 226 
September 193 259 36 37 126 7 35 314 256 
October 184 290 39 34 129 82 30 307 259 
November 152 254 28 36 98 64 25 271 243 
December 143 266 22 35 85 | 57 23 267 197 
January 134 279 30 30 76 58 29 224 236 
February. .....--e+ee00s 150 282 31 24 76 56 23 216 294 
228 317 43 35 | 103 108 90 21 260 255 
280 329 46 49 83 130 84 26 291 295 
256 317 51 54 105 142 76 29 294 a 
350 61 61| 104 (§) (6) | (8) 365| 291 











Perceat change 


; 346 
May, 1958-59 + 42 + 34 + 37 +24 + 31 + 44 +15 +8 +13 -10 
First 5 mos., 1958-59 + 49 + 43 +54] +17] +13] +45 +13 | +29 | + 6 -19 


* Scheduled for fabrication in the next 4 months. Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (BDSA). Sources: 1 American Iron 
and Steel Institute; 2? Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; 3 National Electric Manufacturers Association; 4 American In- 
stitute of Steel Construction, Inc. 5 Revised. 6 Not available. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table F-7: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay Hollow facing tile | Glazed & unglazed 
Period and face clay tile sewer pipe (Million brick floor & wall tile 
eri (Million brick) (Thousand tons) (Thousand tons) equivalent) (Thousand square feet) 


Production [Shipeears| Production Shipments [Production [Shipments] Production [hipaa] Production| Shipments 
1947-49 average . : . 2 ; 104,800 | 101,088 
Year: ; : ; 251, 388 | 231, 262 
212,114 | 207,094 
221,768 | 215,710 
12 months ending: 
February 1959 f ‘ : : 225,285 | 220,754 
March 1959 ; ; 228,271 | 224, 335 
April 1959 , , ; ; 229,581 | 227, 460 
May 1959 ; j , 90: 3 232,008 | 230,750 
18, 666 18, 244 
17, 434 18, 250 
17,011 18, 334 
BNE ins scinestinsincess ; 18, 013 18,772 
September 19,014 19, 259 
October , 21, 577 21, 431 
18, 491 17,615 
20,031 18, 476 
19, 789 17, 564 
18, 265 18, 012 
19, 818 
21,685 


21,5 
od i 


May, 1958-59 + 8 + 18 +3 + 22 +16 -2 +5 + 13 + a 
First 5 mos., - +17 + 24 +3 + 25 + 22 -6 -3 +11 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce, (BDSA) from data aan by the Bureau of the Census. 1 Revised. 


Table F-8: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments, by Census Region ! 


PRODUCTION SHIPMENTS 
1959 1959 


Census region 
; . May Apr. Feb. 


common and face (thousands) 


U. S. TOTAL ; 618, 441 i 441,556} 2 708,917 2 685, 184 597, 724 388, 603 
New England ‘ 11,093 9, 084 11,214 10, 440 6, 385 5,649 
Middle Atlantic ‘. 82, 209 53, 023 108, 507 94, 032 76, 790 41, 229 
East North Central E 132, 485 : 69, 047 134, 276 137, 746 104, 636 55, 255 
West North Central ; 30, 204 3 20, 471 33, 162 31,998 27, 102 15, 372 
South Atlantic 4 156, 170 117,716} 2 171,575 2 173, 147 113, 453 
East South Central » 73, 660 ; 60, 254 85, 647 84, 487 50, 051 
West South Central : 80, 627 : 74, 347 106, 988 65, 016 
Mountain Es 28, 131 25, 792 29, 190 . 23, 949 
Pacific . 23, 862 18, 629 
Stractaral clay tile (tons) 


. 34, 561 
Middle Atlantic % . 3,012 
East North Central j ; 1, 223 
West North Central ............. ; , , 4, 472 
South Atlantic : ‘ , : 7, 338 
East South Central............-+ 5 . . 1, 471 
West South Central ‘ i y ? 14, 439 
Mountain & Pacific J 4 Es 2, 606 

Vitrified clay sewer pipe (tons) 


, we ; 152, 916 136, 256 182, 001 185, 665 4 99, 761 
Middle Atlantic > , 10, 795 9, 086 13,225 16,579 , 5, 884 
East North Central E 54, 875 44, 872 67,639 71, 979 ; 30, 586 
West North Central... ed ‘ 14, 087 13, 023 21, 852 18, 696 . 8, 484 
South Atlantic ‘ , 19, 636 19, 324 22, 706 23, 164 i 17, 937 
E. & W. South Central t ‘ 21,640 25, 505 25, 730 5 19,078 

i 3, 368 3,714 4,654 4, 034 . 2, 458 
Pacific 30, 094 24, 597 26, 420 25, 483 1 4 


Source: Table ie seauaes by Dapasunnet of Gumuees en ee from —¢ ported by the Bureau of the Census. 1 Composition of 
regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown under Revised. 
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Chart 13. Heating and Plumbing Equipment 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.59-10-M 


Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas C. I. convectors Warm air Floor and Residential 
water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces 


Period (Thousands of units) | (Thousand square feet)| (Thousands of units) | (Thousands of units) emo 


Sioments | Seskar| Shipores | Stocks | Shipments | Sesker Shipments | Stocks Shipments 


1947-49 average 541 


Year: , 532 
425 


354 
12 months ending: 

February 1959 ’ ’ 369 
March 1959 381 
April 1959 391 
May 1959 7 : 395 
27 

30 

27 

35 

45 


50 
November..............- = 31 


December.............. 25 


33 
30 
29 
29 
31 


May, 1958-59 +51 +17 
First 5 mos., +42 +37 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. ° As of end of period. 
1 Sold separately. Revised. 
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Chart 14, Asphalt Products 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-N 
Table F-10.--Imports and Exports of Selected Construction Materials 


Unit of 


Item : 
quantity 


LUMBER, MILLWORK, & WOOD PRODUCTS: 


Wood window sash ! 

Wallboard 

Hardboard 

Insulating wallboard ............ssscseeeeeseees Tons 
Softwood plywood, interior ! 

Softwood plywood, exterior ! 

CEMENT, GYPSUM, & ASBESTOS: 

Portland cement 

Asbestos construction materials 

Asphalt tile * 

IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS: 

Cast-iron pipe, pressure ! 

Cast-iron pipe, soil ! 

Concrete reinforcing bars 

Steel piling 

Line pipe ! 

Fabricated structural steel ! 112, 687 | 4 

Gas water heaters ! i 33, 810 

CLAY PRODUCTS: 

Clay building and paving bricks i 45, 685 

Clay floor and wall tiles 4,650 

Hollow building tile ! 15, 849 

Sotirce: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. = * Imports include only 
maple (except Japanese), birch, and beech. 1 Data for imports not available in same detail as for exports. 2 Included in hard- 
board exports. Not available prior to 195g, 4 Revised. 


(NOTE: Table F-11, Plumbing Fixtures: Production, Shipments, and Stocks, 
is shown quarterly in the January, April, July, and October issues.) 





Part G--Employment 


NOTE: Beginning with data for January 1958, employment estimates for all States and areas (except 
as noted) are classified according to the Standard Industrial Classification Manual issued in 1957 by 
the Bureau of the Budget and are not strictly comparable with data for earlier periods. 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment by Type of Contractor 


Building contractors 
pecial trades contractors 


All Plumbing | Painting Elec- Ont 
special and and trical , 
trades heating | decorating work 


948.3 | 1,170.8 
934.0 | 1,175.1 
885. 1, 204. 
922. 1, 320. 
970. 1, 366. 
869. 1, 352. 
750. 1, 329. 


789. 1, 369. 
811. 1, 414, 
825. 1, 459. 
802. 1, 453. 
789. 1, 445. 
769. 1, 410. 
1, 302. 
1, 255. 
1, 213 
1, 273. 
1, 348. 
1, 407. 


| 1,980. 
1, 906. 
1, 837. 
1,945. 
2, 091. 
2, 834.0| 2, 184. 
2,980.0} 2, 298. 
*3,032.0| (7) Per 








coooocoocoococoooon ceoeoceooco 
NAVYUNNLULYWOYVWDUWD YNOWSO 


NVYVNWYAWONKCOCOH YUWwORDs 
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May-June, 1959 + 5.2 + 5.2 
June, 1958-59.. +6.2| +6.4 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. * Percent change: June-July 1959, + 1.7; July 1958-59, + 5.2. 
1 Not available. 


























Table G-2: Contract Construction: Number of Employees (Seasonally Adjusted) 
(In thousands) 





Annual 


average 


> 
‘© 


2,105 | 2,136 
2,128 | 2,124 
2,173 | 2,236 
2,593 | 2,596 
2,586 | 2,597 
2,638 | 2,613 
2.614 | 2,603 
2,759 | 2,813 
2.891 | 2,964 
2,855 | 2,891 
2,624 | 2,698 
2,829 | 2,787 


ss 2 8 8 
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Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table G- 3. —Contract Construction: Employment, by State 


Percent 
So Ge icici connate ee 
| June | Sepe. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr | May | June | roses 
al ahh andt aaabuee baad rk eel eel ee 

19. 22. . ; . L . “ 7 18. 


284. 298. . , ' : ‘ 2 290. 
37. 36. : ; , ; : ‘ . 34. 


+ 

24. ~ 
18. ~ 
292. + 
36. ~ 


=e NA 
ON re Nd 


43. 
11. 
21. 


47. 
12. 
21. 


49. 

12. 

District of Columbia.. 20. 
Florida 123. 
i 56. 


51. 
42. 


aR de YO 
maUNYUO 
mWONAA 
woreWmn 


59. 62. 
12. 11. 
173. 
61. 
35. 
37. 


12. 
178. 
65. 
41. 
39. 


Illinois ..... 
68. 


COW ene & 

w a 
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Kansas 


37. 
62. 
12. 
61. 
78. 


40. 
62. 
14. 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 
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SLES 

AYVnaN 
NVYVONN 
wonv ~ 
ok NAO 


54. 
22. 
65. 
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New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
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Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
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Source: State agencies in cooperation with the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. *Based on the 1942 Social Se- 
curity Board Industrial Classification Code. See note at beginning of Part G. Includes a small number of employees in mining. 
2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 3 Not available. 
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Percent 
change, 


hoes Lee ee 


Number of employees (in thousands) 


June | sepe.| ocr. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | 





8.4 
Fae 
7.2 
al 


Albany-Schenectady-Troy, N.Y. ..... 
Albuquerque, N. MeX..........++seeee0+ 


Alcrom, Ohi0...........cccccecassoovceseese 


Sem COUN is o58 vaddcngvocucads 
RR ONE R . ou.cccvadsotscnecenied 
COG, CHUNG, cose sci sceccieesdentiedesans 
ne CNG iin ins eg sinddeicacke dvd 
Des Moines, Jowa .............c.eceeeee: 
RUROOEE, DITOR. 5. .ci ccs scoccscctcccscatarel 
A IE, 5500s bu ciated vedveksioapeed 
POOGMOUNNG. TRG. oo sinks scccdccsdibacal 
OM, We Wi isd sind < deccicarpssinnaraced 


Baton Rouge, La.............ceseeeeeeee 
Binghamton, N.Y..........--.0-eeseeeeee 
Birmingham, Ala.... ..........200e+00++ 
SN TE. dindsscn'kacndacobale<thaced 
Sepetinn. TRMOU, 5. ncnsandvecdanewebbense 
Bridgeport, Conn. }..............000000+ 
SINE, Wis Wb cditvcnbedesduncsdectigeiioes 
RGR, OE dk ccacceecnasenvedesitens 
Casper, WY0...ccecccsssesccersensececcoes 
eee, Bo Te ieissdecnnaedsidneeed 
eNO. We Wiha c cscs ccokecxcccance 
MNONeG. TOs Go. cic venscundcdsudeceda 
Chattanooga, Tenn..............2.++++ 
PCMAG TEE ccdasésits acaseshaacbantaes 
Cincinnati, Ohio.... 


eee DRE. sonasccvassansatedeneeh 


Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, Pa... 
RASORO, GOa dis isvccccsesaceescatresckoners 


1 


Hartford, Conn.?....... .......ceeeeceees 
Huntington-Ashland, W. Va.......... 


rede Palin, Momts.c: p< vvccsccciscceas 
SNM, BPW a0 id cats tnniceevevttessed 


Pott: Waves, FOG.....ccsireccscsscdesscesst 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.......... 
Pp Ne: BOD. ivscninsnttiedpecdecdackeasas 


Milwaukee, Wis...............ceeceeleee 


SN, POR sci ndésvcecnsiasvaenions 
NIN, SPUN scat ccadnaaudddonmmenaksoe 


Peameb ates, TA. TE cckcvine ose csesdaves’ 


Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif..... 
Rem NTI TE isis vvsinschescnccciven san 


Lewiston-Auburn, Maine.............. 
Little Rock-N. Little Rock, Ark.... 


Jacksonville, Fla.......:..........0000 
BORN CHG, TOR. a: cies dps ccccseseacdecn 
Knoxville, ee errr 


Indianapolis, Ind...................2+.+ 
OCR, MB nadie anscvebanosensede 


New Bedford, Mass 
New Britain, COME, cece ccavvccctivceced 
New Haven Conn. !........ ..........04+ 


Nashville, Tenn.................cs000+ 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Areas--Continued 


Number of employees (in thousands) Percent 


Area 1958 1959 i 


Man ess: 
june [Sept Oee. | Nov. | Dec. | Jom [Feb [ war. [ Ape | way | Jone | 195859 


















New York-Northeastern N. Jersey | 231.6 | 247.9 | 240.3 | 237.2} 217.4 | 201.7 | 193.4] 203.8 | 219.7 | 228.7 | 237.2 3 
Newark-Jersey City, N. J....... 28. 4 30.0 | 29.3] 28.0] 26.0] 25.5] 26.8 ‘ + 2 
PUNRIOUN: Tic Bresivgicayrane sess 22.8 24.3 | 23.5] 21.2] 19.8] 18.9] 19.7 (>) 
Perth Amboy, N. J......--++ «+--+ 7. F 9.4 9.3 8.5 8.7 7.7} 8.0 +21 
Nassau-Suffolk Counties, N.Y. 34.1 33.8 | 33.6] 28.8] 23.0 20.9} 24.0 - 2 
New York, N. Y.........ccccccees 118. 1 /*123.9 |*121.8 |*120.6 /*113.5 | 108.4 | 104.5} 108.2 > om 
Westchester County, N. Y...... 19.6 19.5 | 19.4] 16.3] 13.8 13.9) 14.3 oa 

Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va............ 12.5 Et 2E24 36 th 52 23.5 11.6] 12.1 + 13 

Oklahoma City, Ries Nisvencecesd 9.9 .0 9.9 | 10.0 9.7 9.5 9.7| 10.4 + 18 

I TE caccindcntcoes cocapinens 8.5 .5 | 11.3 | 10.5 9.4 > 8.4 8.9 + 26 

eA NR sidisiciisisicnsiensdtionsin *4.1 2-04.35 FOE2 POKSD C)..F CP 1 7-3 O) 14) ECD fb ecceeua 

PER, PG; ove cccacrecsveseces 74.7 .3 | 79.5 | 77.3 | 66.7] 62.8] 61.8] 65.1 + 4 

ieee, OBR sii. ce vikectisesnstsai 14.3 7h 2506.4 15.4:1-18.6 1 1502 15.0] 15.3 sa 

Phetaburgh, Ptisn.0c.css.ssccccsceees 41.8 9 | 44.6 | 42.1 | 36.2 | 34.9 | 35.2] 36.7 + 3 

Portland, Maine...............ess+0+ 3.0 8 3.7 ae 3.4 2.7 2.3 2.2 + 7 

Pomtised, Greg, ..: 000 ..00ssc0sseceeee 13.9 -8 | 15.6 | 14.1] 13.6] 12.3] 12.6] 12.8 + 2 

Pemdidencs, By b.x.jocicdecccsvesaras 16.5 94 16:0 4. 17574928 | M2 13.0] 14.0 +12 

Re Wiis ss cin neniccsodenkacdi 1.8 .2 2:2 2.0 | 1.4 £5 1.3 +17 

POS MeO cikak its ici ti tascsercocseete 2.8 a) 2.9 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.3 Ben + 4 

boheme, Vaiseiss (i ccscccessccnsese 12.5 .3 | 12.0 | 11.7 | 10.9} 10.9] 11.3] 11.7 1 + 3 

erie; Foc ccces ‘sx cseseoseses 10.4 44 34.1:3 OWS 9.4 8.3 mF he 10. - 1 

Rockford, sith a ad eek elt 4.3 4) *4.4 | 4.1 | #31] (7) (7) (2) (SD iiaae 

Sacramento, Calif......... ......++ 9.7 -1 | 10.5 | 10.1 9.8 8.9 8.6 9.1 9.6 11.3 +16 

Ge Eilts Dit vcciccnescincccctipnenses 32.4 .9 | 32.5 | 31.8 | 28.0 | 26.3 | 25.0] 26.4 9.4 ans 

Salt Lake City, Utah............... 8.8) 9.7] 9.3] 84] 7.4] 68] 6.7] 7.2] 7.7 oe ae Peer 

San Diego, Calif............. cesses 18.6 .9 | 18.9 | 18.9 | 19.0 | 18.6] 18.2] 18.8 9.2 20.0 + 8 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif.. .. 57.6 .2 | 60.9 | 60.0 | 58.4 | 55.2 | 53.5] 57.7 8.3 61.1 + 6 

itt FeO OIA... oie csediocsniscossss 13.4 .O | 14.3 | 14.4 | 14.1 | 13.1 12.7} 13.6 4.0 34 35.0 + 12 

I TI ccs eded vi gevesianesyeees 5.0 tt 4.8 4.4 4.5 4.7 5.0 4.8 4.7 oa 3,5 +10 

NI tia tes ocsedinsicdcsinvaxane 15.5 8 1:35.21 4S 13.7 | 13.3 13.5 | 14.2 4.6 .3 | 16.3 e4 

Shreveport, La........,..sccccccsesers 7.4 <¥ 7.¥ 6.8 6.4 6.2 5.7 6.1 6.3 se 6.6 -11 

NE Ths Din dsc dosccsedsvernie 1.9 .0 2.0 1.9 1.4 1.1 a3 1.2 1.4 -. 1.8 ay 

South Bend, Ind..........-..2.0002+05 2.9} 3.0 3.0 2.8 2:5 2.4 2.5 2.7 2.9 3,3 3.3 +14 

| ee 4.5] 4.6] 4.6 | 3.8 | 3.4 3.1 ae9-1- $.5 4.4] 4.9] 5.2 + 16 

Springfield-Holyoke, Mass..... .... S24 (SF 5.6 5.5 5.0 4.3 4.1 4.4 5.1 5.9 6.1 «ia 

Seen, Tet e oiicvccvesesccce os oe) -&9 3.7 3.6 2s 2.9 2.8 3.0 $41.26 3.6 aoe 

PINES, WE Bivcnichceynsvebisesives ee 6.0] 6.4 he 6.4 5.6 4.9 4.3 4.4 4.9 5.5 5.8 = 3 

BOOMS, WOK, 0.56. ic ci ccisccseccssas 3.9] 4.2 4.2 3.9 3.6 3.3 3.2 3.3 3.6 3.5 3.9 0 

Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla......... 22.6 122.2 { Bit) Beet Bie bk 22:61 21.8:1 222 $2 4 22 2a8 + 4 

SCID Si oiacn cep ccescescsnnces 9.8! 9.8 | 10.0 9.5 8.6 7.9 7.6 7.9 9.1 9.6 | 10.6 + 8 

Topeka, Kans. ..i .....s..00scscenseees 4.8 4.5 4.4 3.8 3.3 3.1 3.0 3.2 3.4 3.4 3.4 - 29 

BOM, Mi Jasons sce see sccate ntsc. 4.2 5.0 5.0 4.8! 4.3 “7 3.9 4.4 5.0 5.1 5.0 + 19 

Tucson, Afiz............s.cesceeseeees 34:1 (5.9 6.0 6.0 | 6.0 Sar ‘7 5.8 5.8] 5.8 4.9 - 9 

OR, Mirco sna docndunsvisesarsdes 8.1 o> 7.4 7.5 7.4 4 ¥ 3 ven Pot 7's 8.0 1 sae 

ence Rome, Te YF, a ccctshpececeseces 3.1 3.5 a3 2.8 2.0 1:7 1.6 ‘y 2.1 2:9 3.0 = 3 

Washington, D. C..........:scseeeeeee 42.7 | 45.4 | 44.8 | 44.1 | 42.1 | 40.9 | 40.1 | 41.8 3.4 4.3 7 i 

Waterbury, Conn.) crccccscccssssesseees 281° 2232.2 224 ae 1.7 LGW 87:5  1o-e 2.2 + 5 

Wheeling-Steubenville, W. Va...... 6.3| 6.7 6.6 6.5 6.3 Jee 5.6 3.3 4.7 4.5 5.1 - 19 

OTLB, oc wscnk ccdcchsdipevectsbs eh eee 7.4 6.8 6.3 Sor 5.4 5.9 5.9 | 6.2 6.5 - 

Wilmington, Del.... ..............0000 10.2} 10.7 | 10.4 10.6 9.2 8.2 7.9 8.4 9.2 9.6 9.9 - 3 

Worcester, MaSS...........0.ssssesee0 3.6| 3.8 3.8 3.6 3.1 Ss 2.3 22 2.4 ao 2.6 - 28 

Youngstown, Ohio...... .........+0++ 8.9] 9.5 9.3 9.2 7.6 7.4 7.6 7.8 8.9 9.7 | 10.5 + 18 

Source: State agencies in cooperation with the Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. ‘Includes a small number of em- 

ployees in mining. 2Not available. 3 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. | *Based on the 1942 Social Security Board 


Classification Code. See note at beginning of Part G. 
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veeseeeees ‘ 81.3| 86.7; 95.0; 102. 
Bs ececenes | 94.2, 88.9) 89.2) 95.0) 103. 
SID cite sncss 84.6 79.5) 83.7) 95.8 106. 
ei 106.4 99. 3| 105.4) 116.9 126. 
UT cscdoct 111.1 112.3) 108.3) 117.5. 125 
1953..-0eeeees 109.1, 108.7; 109.1} 115.8) 122. 
BSA cx vcsnises | 95.5, 102.8; 106.4} 113.5) 120. 
SR sscactiss | 101.4) 98.6! 108.4) 115.8! 129. 
scab ' 108.1/ 108.5) 109.2} 123.6! 136. 
oy ee | 105.6} 112.2} 114.8! 122.3] 131 
BOSG. sscoccces 102.4; 85.9) 98.9; 109.1] 122 
SID aisinieck 99.7; 92.0} 103.7, 119.0} 129. 


1959 


Table G-5: 
















Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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131.8) 137.7) 141.1, 138.5 
136.8, 138.9) 143.2! 144.0 
130.4, 132.0) 137.2; 131.7 
128.0 131.4, 134.0] 128.6 
137.0 144.0) 144.3| 146.6 
152.6. 151.5) 157.1} 155.4 
141.2 143.2) 145.5; 141.3 
128.1 132.1, 137.9! 136.1 
138.7 138.4 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table G-6:--Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings of Construction Workers 


Building construction Nonbuilding construction 
Special trades contractors : 
All con- General a - — Highway | Other 
struction con- All Plumbing | Painting and non- 
tractors | Special and and deco- street building 
trades | heating rating 


‘AVERAGE WEEKLY PARNINGS 


$90. 22 | $100.83 | $106.40 " $116. 52 $98. 50 
112. ; 125. 22 m 104. 94 
118. , 132. 10 . 110. 15 
123. ‘ 135.97 , 113.58 


122. ; 136. 68 y 114. 57 
124. , 137. 11 3 114. 51 
124. , 136. 76 ‘ 116. 87 
126. ; 140.09 . 120.07 
126. : 140. 12 ; 120. 66 
121. ; 134. 66 . 113.59 
127. ‘ 140. 48 ; 114. 55 
127. ; 139. 41 5 114. 55 
123. ; 137. 58 |_102. 109. 82 
125. X 138. 65 115.84 
127. , 141. 64 116. 61 
129. ’ 141. 64 118.00 

120. 36 
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36. 3 38. 

2 6 37.1 38. 

September 8 | " 36.4 38. 
October b 36. 36.9 38. 
November : ; 35.4 36. 
December : , 33.6 38. 

: January " é 34.8 38. 
February 34. 5 34.1 36. 
35.1 37. 

36.2 37. 

36.3 38. 

36.9 38.1 . 

AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS 


$2. 80 $2.72 $2.98 
94 86 3.17 
12 99 5. 7 
26 12 3.55 


24 06 A 
28 08 
28 12 
30 15 
30 16 
30 17 
34 19 
35 20 
35 19 
36 18 
37 19 
38 20 
39 19 


39.4 
39.9 
39.2 
39.3 


40.2 
39.9 
40.3 
40.7 
40.9 
38.9 
38.7 


AnNowou 
— O Ow 
ONO w 


ON OK YUAN AW 


NOW DMF NO YW WK OC 
OVikrWWANW rR OVN NY MN ON 


ON NWwWOWNIN ANNWY WU WwWNnNUe 
OAR YUWYOANNO ©™ 


NVR OONNVYVN YYW 
ON OROVUNDWONN DE 


52 
64 
77 
88 


85 
88 
87 
90 
90 
92 
95 
96 
94 
94 
93 
2.92 
2. 92 


N 


September 
October 
November 
December 


NNNNNNNNNNN NNNN 
YY YE YO WwW www ww rn 
PE YOW OW Ww ww Www Ww 
NNNNNNNNNNNNN NNNN 
BRSZRRASBRZSBARA SVSS 


Avg. wkly. earnings ..} + 5.9 +. 3.8 
Avg. wkly. hours........] + 2.2 + 1.7 
Avg. hrly. earnings...) + 3.7 + 3.6 


+ 4, 
ae 


1 + 5. 
7 od, 
+ 2.5 + 4. 
Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


(NOTE: Table G-7, Registered Apprentices in the Building Trades, is 
published on a semiannual basis, as data become available.) 
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a patent? 
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